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Val Wiggett 
“Climate change is having a growing impact on the African continent, hitting 
the most vulnerable the hardest, and contributing to food insecurity, population 
displacement and stress on water resources. In recent months we have seen 
devastating floods, an invasion of desert locusts and now face the looming 
spectre of drought because of a La Niña event. The human and economic toll 
has been aggravated by the COVID-19 pandemic,” (UNFCCC, 2020).

Africa has made great efforts in driving the global climate agenda. This is demonstrated by the very 
high levels of ratification of the Paris Agreement – over 90%. Many African nations have committed to 
transitioning to green energy within a relatively short time frame. Clean energy and agriculture are, for 
example, prioritized in over 70% of African NDCs. This ambition needs to be an integral part of setting 
the economic development priorities of the continent. However, even with the opportunities the continent 
and its leaders are not acting fast enough. To avert this crisis, countries need to jointly act urgently (COP26 
explained, 2021). Following youth movements globally, young people have been championing for climate 
change interventions and the creation of a climate-conscious society.

African Leadership Academy (ALA) has long understood the important of fostering the voices of young 
African leaders and the power of well-connected networks when tackling some of Africa’s biggest challenges, 
including Climate Change.  We also recognise the vast opportunity that lies in giving voice to institutions 
and initiatives concerned about Climate Change, and who are keen to build a platform to engage more 
deeply on these issues.  

In the lead up to COP27, ALA and various partners are working together to establish a discussion forum 
made up of Climate Action experts, environmentalists, researchers, policy makers and influencers, from 
all generations and regions on the continent, coming together to share ideas, challenge the status quo and 
articulate their positions, thereby contributing to the discourse at COP27. 
  
This edition of the AL for Governance Journal focuses on representing the voices of youth who are in 
research and doing work around climate change governance and policy. The journal aims to highlight 
climate challenges and opportunities within the continent. Our journal underwent a rigorous multi-stage 
editorial review process to ensure quality and ethical due diligence. While it is a non-academic journal 
publication, we value scholarly points of reference and expect our authors to maintain a level of academic 
excellence in their writing.

I invite you to take time to read and engage with our authors. I also encourage you to send your articles 
for future publications. We believe in the power of a small community or network of like-minded people 
being able to achieve focused outcomes. 

Thank you for investing your time in reading this journal. I look forward to conversations sparked by it 
and future publications.

Foreword by Director of Sector Programs
Val Wiggett 

Foreword by Director of Sector Programs

Director of Sector Programs
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AL for Governance is a network of impact-driven public leaders who share a commitment to address 
Africa’s most pressing governance and development challenges. We believe that lasting peace and shared 
prosperity on the African continent is only possible if we build and sustain accountable institutions 
together. Our network aims to develop a new generation of ethical public leaders who will work together 
to address the public leadership crisis in Africa. The network will facilitate diverse career pathways 
for our young leaders into the governance sector, catalyse connections between members, and foster 
powerful intergenerational mentorship relationships to drive lasting change.

Why we exist 
We exist to address a gap of the voice of the youth in the public sector and civil society on the African 
continent. There are problems and contradictions in the domestic and international political economy 
of African States, which may significantly undermine the “democracy-good-governance” AU Agenda2063 
project in Africa. Thus, evolving democracy and good governance in African governments will require 
the discipline of the state, the reconstitution of politics and the animation of the civil society and its 
democratic potential.

Mission
The objectives of the AL for Governance Network are to influence:
• Young people with leadership potential to pursue a career path in the public sector and civil society 

field.
• Intergenerational dialogues to happen between experienced sector leaders in the network and young 

people entering the policy and public service space.
• Decision makers who can facilitate more youth public-service fellowships in their countries.

Journal Principles
We value the voice of  the youth in our network, dialogue, and pan-African knowledge.
• Open Access
• High quality
• Evidence-based
• Non-partisan
• Support early career researchers

Who is AL for Governance NetworkWho is AL for Governance NetworkWho is AL for Governance Network
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Meet the ContributorsMeet the Contributors

Khahliso Myataza

Khahliso Myataza is a part of the African Leadership Academy’s graduating class of 2020. She will 

be completing her tertiary studies double majoring in Cognitive Linguistics and Anthropology at 

Wellesley College and [cross-registering at] MIT in Massachusetts. Khahliso is the standing CEO of 

the Conscious Campaign - a youth-led organisation that aims to spread awareness about social justice 

issues in South Africa. On social justice projects she has worked with the likes of: The UN Health 

Rappateour; UNICEF Global and SA; UNFPA; UN Women; AU Youth; The South African Institute 

of International Affairs; BBC and CNN. She co-led the drafting of the Johannesburg Youth Climate 

Action Plan in partnership with the municipality of the City of Joburg. Khahliso is also a public 

speaker who has worked with SABC 1 - South Africa’s most popular television channel, BBC Africa, 

and spoke as youth inspiration that 2022’s ALAMAU. Through her work as the head of Partnerships 

at Afrofem she facilitated the creation of the Afrofeminist Freedom Charter - a mosaic of student 

voices at ALA.

Knollis Delle

Knollis Delle is an Assistant Program Officer at the Ministry of Energy Ghana with a focus on 

Renewable and Alternative Energy Policy and an M.Eng. Energy and Power Engineering student 

at Tsinghua University in Beijing.  Prior to that, he was an Emerging Public Leaders Fellow at the 

Ministry of Environment, Science, Technology and Innovation where he was involved in Policy 

Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation. He is passionate about the design and implementation of clean 

energy technologies and has contributed to the preparation of policy documents, technical reports 

and analysis documents across the energy and environment sectors. 

Munnira Katongole

Munnira Katongole is born of three nationalities from three regions of the continent, Munnira 

has always lived and felt Africa as a spectacularly diverse, united place. This has served as her moral 

compass directing her in the path of selfishly selfless service - the arts. She is invested in developing 

the creative economy as a means of medicine, communication, business, public sector leadership 

to reclaim and entrench African narratives. Self-and-community development was seen as tertiary 

in the colonial pursuit, so there is a real need to decolonise and Afrikanize - a term she’s imagined 

and a practice she is committed to realize. Her name is Munnira Afrikana Katongole, meaning the 

light of Afrika.

Khahliso Myataza

Khahliso Myataza is a part of the African Leadership Academy’s graduating class of 2020. She will 

Munnira Katongole

Munnira Katongole is born of three nationalities from three regions of the continent, Munnira 

Knollis Delle

Knollis Delle is an Assistant Program Officer at the Ministry of Energy Ghana with a focus on 
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Sepiso Dean Mwamelo

Sepiso Dean Mwamelo is a recent graduate of the University of Edinburgh, where she completed her 

master’s degree in Africa and International Development. Sepiso is currently the Agriculture Finance 

Regional manager at Opportunity International and is working on expanding access to finance for 

smallholder farmers and agribusinesses. Sepiso joined Opportunity International right after the 

impact of the pandemic in agriculture value chains was becoming evident. She joined the efforts to 

help farmers and agribusinesses recover from the challenges experienced during COVID. Sepiso was 

recently also selected by the Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC) to write a book chapter on 

transformative leadership in the African continent and she is writing on the impact of scholarship 

programs on African scholarship recipients.

Nhlanhla Mlungisi Mavuso

Nhlanhla Mlungisi Mavuso is a 19-Year-old graduating senior in the African Leadership Academy’s 

Class of 2020 from Eswatini. He is an incoming freshman at the University of Pennsylvania’s 

School of Engineering and Applied Science. He is interested in nanoscale solid-state devices and 

analogue circuits. Nhlanhla hopes to further his interest and engineer solid-state energy generation 

devices that will help to advance human civilization with minimal greenhouse gas emissions. He is 

committed to energy research and understanding the multi-facets of governance on how they affect 

industrial development.

Paulo Araujo

Paulo Araujo is a 2nd-year student at African Leadership Academy-ALA class of 2020 and an 

incoming student at Bennington College class of 2026 who intend to major in Economics and 

Environmental Studies. While at ALA, Paulo served as the director of Delegate Preparations and 

Research for ALAMAU-2022 whereby he conducted fieldwork research in collaboration with Dear 

Green Place on climate change impact in Mozambique and published his findings in COP26. Paulo 

is the youngest member of Africa Climate Action Advocacy Initiative (ACAAI), which is a leading 

climate change project composed of climate change professors, and scholars entrepreneurs across 

the continent. Paulo spent his teenage age presiding over Child Parliament in Sofala-Mozambique 

where he influenced the government in countless decision-making forums on children’s rights 

toward children access their rights.

Nhlanhla Mlungisi Mavuso

Nhlanhla Mlungisi Mavuso is a 19-Year-old graduating senior in the African Leadership Academy’s 

Class of 2020 from Eswatini. He is an incoming freshman at the University of Pennsylvania’s 

Sepiso Dean Mwamelo

Sepiso Dean Mwamelo is a recent graduate of the University of Edinburgh, where she completed her 

Paulo Araujo

Paulo Araujo is a 2nd-year student at African Leadership Academy-ALA class of 2020 and an 
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Makenna Muigai

Makenna Muigai is a Kenyan student studying at the African Leadership Academy in South Africa. 

She is a passionate environmentalist and conversationist. She has been exposed to the detrimental 

impacts of climate change on people’s livelihoods and damage to natural ecosystems. In 2020, she 

started a non-profit, ‘Naturally Aware’, aimed at raising funds by selling pastries to plant trees in a 

local primary school. 

Her goal is to elicit a call to action. She has researched on ‘Climate Media Distribution in Kenya’, 

‘Climate Change Mitigation Tactics for The Youth’ and the current state of climate change and 

its impacts on Kenya. From her research, she has been granted opportunities to speak on them at 

conferences regarding ‘Climate Change in Africa’ and ‘Intergenerational and Intercultural’ approaches 

toward tackling the issue.

Her focus is to use media to influence education and policy change to ignite global awareness of our 

current state. She takes personal responsibility in engaging the youth to solicit for a better future. 

She appeals to her peers to take on leadership roles to ensure a better, safe and sustainable tomorrow.

Hundaol Haluka

Hundaol (Ethiopia) is a member of ALA’s 2020 graduating class. She is currently taking A-level 

Biology, Chemistry, and Math in addition to the academy’s core subjects. She is the founder of 

Marry Mozzarella summer school, which aims to bring teenage girls with no educational background 

to 3rd or 4th grade instead of 1st grade. She is an environmental activist. During the recent COP 

26 seminar, she published an article in The Herald newspaper collaborating with students from 

Strathclyde University in Glasgow, Scotland.

Lauren Haughey

Lauren Haughey is a postgraduate News Journalism MA student at Cardiff University where she 

has been studying since September. In 2021, Lauren graduated from the University of Exeter where 

she undertook a BSc degree in Geography with a passionate interest in climate change and politics. 

During her time at Exeter, Lauren was the Vice President of the WaterAid society and Science 

Editor of the university newspaper, Exeposé. With a keen interest for writing, Lauren has written 

for numerous publications including The Herald, WalesOnline and The Cardiffian. In June, 

Lauren is leaving Cardiff to start her career as a trainee journalist as part of the international news 

organisation, MailOnline.

Makenna Muigai

Makenna Muigai is a Kenyan student studying at the African Leadership Academy in South Africa. 

Lauren Haughey

Lauren Haughey is a postgraduate News Journalism MA student at Cardiff University where she 

Hundaol Haluka

Hundaol (Ethiopia) is a member of ALA’s 2020 graduating class. She is currently taking A-level 
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Panashe Noel Jonga

Panashe Noel Jonga, a second-year student at the African Leadership Academy. He is a growing 

entrepreneur, learner and proud Zimbabwean. He strives to leverage his empathy, communication and 

networking skills in the perpetuation of African narratives. He is passionate about voicing authentic 

African experiences with climate change, painting accurate pictures of what transpires on the ground, 

in a way that also serves the affected communities. He has worked on documenting and covering the 

livelihoods of survivors in the Chimanimani region, post the destructive Cyclone Idai natural disaster. 

With his love for creativity and innovative problem solving, he hopes not only to spotlight challenges 

brought about by climate change but to also create human-oriented solutions. 

Daniella Theis

Daniella Theis is a journalist living in Scotland with a passion for social justice issues, climate, 

people- and community-based stories. She is a final-year BA Journalism, Creative Writing, Politics, 

and International Relations student at the University of Strathclyde. Currently, she is the Editor-in-

Chief for the University of Strathclyde’s student-run newspaper the Strathclyde Telegraph. Daniella 

was the previous News Editor for 2020/21 and two her stories were nominated for this year’s SPA 

Awards in the ‘Best Human Rights Story’ and the ‘Best News Story’ categories. Her story about 

the effects of social stigma on the mental health of Scotland’s Trans community was also recently 

shortlisted for the Amnesty Media Awards 2021 Student Journalist category.

Panashe Noel Jonga

Panashe Noel Jonga, a second-year student at the African Leadership Academy. He is a growing 

Daniella Theis

Daniella Theis is a journalist living in Scotland with a passion for social justice issues, climate, 
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1. Foreword and Overview
1.1 About the project 
This project was undertaken to quite simply have the contexts and perspectives of Black womxn accounted 
for in Academia where there exists a lack, disenfranchising and marginalising the community,

1.2 Introduction to the project
Humans are filling the earth with a MASSIVE amount of Greenhouse Gases. These are released from 
the burning of fossil fuels such as coal. As insignificant as it seems, this is destroying water and food 
sources, drying up the rivers but also making the levels of the sea rise, resulting in extremely hot and 
cold weather with sometimes less rain or very heavy rain. Essentially, our Earth is behaving in a strange 
and unprecedented manner. Scariest of all, in 10 years, the effects of climate change could be completely 
irreversible. 

Industries and businesses that release large amounts of greenhouse gases such as
coal-generated electricity are making their profits from literally destroying the earth and people’s
lives. In South Africa’s case, we’ve experienced the drought in the Cape, the flooding in
Kwa-Zulu Natal and most recently Covid-19. We’re also seeing a sharp rise in the cost of living
and economic decline. Life is becoming more difficult.

The advent of Climate change necessitates both governments and 
citizens to be proactive about the changes that have already occurred 
and that are forecasted, hence a need for dynamic and effective policies, 
bolstered by a robust governance system. Corrupt and inefficient 
governmental leadership significantly impacts policies, as well as 
government’s ability to commit to and enact the policies developed. 
Jason Muyumba a youth policier remarks, “Any action aimed at 
mitigating and adapting towards the effects of climate change should 
be met with an equal, and perhaps even more aggressive, improvement 

in governance systems and corruption-mitigating measures. However, the responsibility doesn’t lie solely 
on governments to reduce corruption. It is also the role of ordinary citizens to ensure that they work in 
the best interest of their nation.”

Governing Climate: 
The African Youth PerspectiveThe African Youth Perspective
Khahliso Myataza and Munnira Katongole 
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2. Background
I. Case Study: Johannesburg, South Africa

2.1 Youth

2.1.1 Cultural, economic and political factors
Johannesburg’s youth is an incredibly diverse group of young people. Diverse with respect to race, gender 
awareness, class, education and nationality. Unfortunately, diversity does not translate into inclusion. The 
legacy of colonialism and Apartheid have played an enormous role in keeping the systems of classism 
and racism that continue to disenfranchise black people and People of Colour (BIPOC). 83% of the 
Johannesburg youth are black and 7% are white, yet we know that most of the wealth and land is owned 
by the white population. 64% of the black population lives under the poverty line. When confronting race 
relations in Johannesburg, it is difficult to avoid the topic of classism intersecting with race. Many good 
Johannesburg schools are either private or Model C (i.e. semi-public) meaning that these are fee-paying 
schools. Model C schools such as Parktown High School for Girls, Greenside High School, King Edward’s 
School and Northcliff High School are great but their school fees are quite expensive. Suppose the majority 
of the good schools in Johannesburg are fee-paying schools and 64% of the black population lives under 
the poverty line. In that case, many black children do not have access to quality education. Beyond the 
access to education being hindered by finances, language barriers and geographical position also play a 
major role in the lack of access to education and opportunities. Many opportunities and schools are based 
in the suburbs, which white and Indian people mainly occupy. Even if a black child could afford to attend 
these Model C institutions, what happens is that they may not be able to live near these schools. For
example, Thabo lives in Soweto, and she attends McAuley House. She needs to wake up at 4 am and drive 
for two hours through morning traffic. By the time she gets to school, she is tired because she did not get 
enough sleep after arriving home from school at 8 pm and sleeping at midnight.

This inequality is evident when looking at the climate of activism among the youth right now. The
middle-income and high-income class youth have the time and the opportunity to tackle and be active in 
discourse about social justice. There is a common misconception that social activism is a luxury. When in 
essence, fighting the fight for fundamental human rights should not be elitist.
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Only 48,8% of the youth (15-24) currently attend an educational institution. Equal access to quality 
education is paramount when talking about youth representation in policy-making spaces. Quality 
education exposes you to a world bigger than your own, it helps you believe that many of the aspirations 
you have are within arms reach. Meaningful climate education is also essential because it offers a real 
perspective and projection of the climate crisis in relation to our individual lives.
Environmental education provides important opportunities for students to become engaged in real-world 
issues that transcend classroom walls. They can see the relevance of their classroom studies to the complex 
environmental issues confronting our planet and they can acquire the skills they’ll need to be creative 
problem solvers and powerful advocates.” — Ms Campbell, California’s Superintendent of San Mateo 
County Schools

2.1.2 Relevance and Significance
Student and youth activism has grown to be more typical of South Africa. From 2000 - 2006
South Africa saw a massive decrease in the protest action from the youth. From 2015 South Africa saw
an increase in the resistance action from the youth. The increase in political action can be attributed to
the awakening of social and political consciousness among South African youths. Social media platforms
such as LinkedIn, Twitter and Instagram have aided in the rising trend of ‘woke culture’. Some argue that
performative activism within ‘woke culture’ has greatly contributed to the rise in protests. Beyond 
performative activism, Johannesburg’s youth is engaging in more critical and meaningful discourse. The 
growing social and climate consciousness among Johannesburg’s motivated a group of 3 Parktown Girls 
to take part in the Fridays Future protests. Munnira Katongole, Zahra Sader and Raeesah Noor-Mahomed 
were the three youths that were brave enough to sacrifice their education to make a statement. It is 
unfortunate that the youth have to sacrifice and protest in order for policy-makers in governance to hear 
our voices. The engagement from policiers is often in response to protest, it is almost never initiated out 
of ‘Oh let us hear what youth has to say’. Young South Africans view national leadership as inaccessible 
because of the challenges they have when trying to reach out to the leaders.
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2.1.3 Stakeholder engagement and Actions
When the youth are given the space to lead and voice their grievances, change is sure to come. The South 
African youth have historically been change-makers and system shakers, but mostly through protest. That 
has been evident through the Pretoria Girls’ protests, the 1976 Youth Uprising and the #FeesMustFall 
protests. Through this, it is apparent that the youth do want to be a part of the policy-making processes. 
The youth of Johannesburg are eager to work with and as policy-makers. However, many young people 
believe that the policy engagements with stakeholders such as the City of Joburg and the Department of 
Environment, Forestries and Fisheries, are mainly tokenistic. Youth-led organisations such as the Collective 
Movement, Nguvu Ya Fahari, The Conscious Campaign and the Climate Justice Charter Movement have 
been active in engaging with policy-makers. The Conscious Campaign is a movement led by youth activists, 
Khahliso Myataza and Tatenda Dlali. It is a movement dedicated to interacting with social justice, through 
diverse methods of discourse. Nguvu Ya Fahari is a platform that speaks about issues from a pan-African 
perspective. Munnira Katongole leads the Environmental Justice department Youth stakeholders within 
climate activism are also disproportionately led by middle-class and high-income class students. That shows 
us that equal access to opportunity and education is non-existent in South Africa. The middle class and 
the high-income class youth are the ones most exposed to these opportunities. The youth program at the 
South African Institute of International Affairs constantly works to bridge the opportunity gap among the 
low-income class, middle-income class and the high-income class. Youth@SAIIA does so by providing data
support and transport support for meetings so that finances do not act as a limitation. The representation 
of every demographic in the youth is necessary for establishing a multifaceted understanding of climate 
change. Additionally, inclusion gives perspective. Khahliso Myataza, was part of the drafting team for the 
Youth Climate Action Plan in partnership with Professor Coleen Vogel, SAIIA and the City of Joburg. 
The YCAP is truly a stepping stone for the inclusion of youth voices within policy-making. There were six 
other drafters. The poor youth will be disproportionately affected by the climate crisis, thus it makes sense 
to amplify and include the voices of those who are disproportionately affected. 

Minister Barbara Creecy has held two stakeholder meetings with many youth climate activists, after asking 
some of the activists present about how satisfied they were with the engagement, we are certain that the 
youth yearn for meaningful representation and involvement.

2.1.4 Implications
Partnerships like the YCAP have an immense effect on how the youth will engage with policy-making. 
Youth representation within policy making shows the rest of the youth that being a policy-maker in 
your youth is attainable. If you are not part of the youth you will not be able to understand the current 
context of youth issues. Many issues such as unemployment, climate change, GBV and substance abuse 
disproportionately affect the youth. It is important that the youth are represented in rooms that will 
discuss their future.

2.1.5 Recommendations
1. Calls upon the reduction of data costs and disbursements of mobile devices for rural communities to 

heighten their access to information and other engagements gave the digital shift in economic practices;
2. Proclaims that the crucial part of ensuring the success of green societies and living, is access to resources 

for all in Johannesburg. The fourth industrial revolution is a growing element in the lives of youths 
and their future relies on this equal access; 

3. Emphasises the need for a modernization of the education system to be a dual medium of both online 
and classroom-based learning. Further, these educational mediums should be accessible to students 
from all socio-economic backgrounds;
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2.2 Public participation and economic sectors

2.2.1 Cultural, economic and political factors
South Africa is trapped in a carbon economy as an implication of 
imperialism. The country is abundant in mineral resources most 
notably coal, recognised as the 6th richest by commodities however, 
due to colonialism much of the wealth of the country exists in 
Europe, including the Netherlands. South Africa, also abundant 
in opportunities of renewable energy production which can secure 
close to 1 million jobs, where 63% of youth are unemployed as of 
2020, is forced to resort to coal to make ends meet.

2.2.2 Relevance and Significance
The Covid-19 Pandemic has brought to light the role of public participation in effective governance. 
National government pioneered the development of speedy and responsive covid-19 hotlines on all a 
range of platforms, most significantly WhatsApp which is largely accessible. Furthermore, a zero-rated 
mobile application that provides information and communications on pandemic development. There 
were bi-weekly presidential updates accompanied by proactive media reporting. The Covid-19 Pandemic 
was regarded as an emergency and the same should be thought and considered of the Climate Crisis. A 
popular climate movement in Johannesburg, Extinction Rebellion has been advocating for a national
declaration of a climate emergency!

2.2.3 Stakeholder engagement and Actions
Climate shocks will result in more pandemics served by ecological crises that will deepen the suffering of 
the majority, particularly workers, the poor, people with disabilities, landless and the vulnerable. Small 
and Medium Enterprises (SMEs), which make up 47% of the economic landscape and function as poverty 
alleviating initiatives are at the highest risk as climate change intensifies. The youth of South Africa who are 
the mojority population, have been extremely participants in climate change discourse in Johannesburg. The 
Youth Climate Action plan conjointly mobilised the city of Johannesburg and youth across the province 
to engage and build policy frameworks. A co-policier argues, “In conceptualizing climate change education 
for creating a green and sustainable economy, it is important to understand it within a comprehensive 
and integrated framework in terms of both formal and non-formal learning. Although very important, 
climate literacy and environmental education are not sufficient. Climate education should not be solely 
lecture-based and pedagogical. It should be coupled with green technical and vocational training, critical 
thinking and decision-making skills and disaster risk reduction education. It is also the policy input and 
infrastructure involved in ensuring green, sustainable and safe and adaptive schools. Taking the climate 
conversation outside the classroom becomes key to creating young people who are catalysts for change in 
their societies. Government has already committed to engage, educate and empower all stakeholders with 
the goal towards realizing more sustainable, carbon-neutral economies, it presents us young people with 
the opportunity to call on the government to allocate funding to deliver quality education for sustainable 
development. Adopting some points from the YLC declaration, it is important to reiterate the need for: 
“Capacity building programmes for young people to better understand policy engagement which will 
capacitate youth voices in the drafting of policies” and to “[r]emember that in conditioning young people 
to become change-makers in their spaces, increased technical and financial support for youth peer-to-
peer development programs to reduce crime and incarceration among young people.” Keeping in the 
vein of intersectionality, realizing that climate change impacts are neither uniform nor gender-neutral, 
increasing the adaptive capacity of women to combat climate change is important. The starting point for 
this becomes to ensure that more research is made to understand the differential vulnerability of women 
and men in a climate-changing environment and to address the issue of drafting city policy which does not 
link gender and climate change. This can be done by drafting gender-responsive policies. Also, addressing 
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socio-economic inequality will prove significant to decrease the vulnerability of community at household 
level. This is also important as the disenfranchisement of people due to inequality leads to right-wing 
populism which discourages people’s support for actions to combat climate change”

Interview: Public Participation; citizen perspective

Sagwadhi Malongete is a 17-year-old high school student specialising in 
Economics, Biology and History at Hilton College Durban. 

responses have been paraphrased with consent of
the interviewee

1. Given the history of South Africa including Apartheid and the 1976 youth uprisings, what do you 
believe public partipation in the 26-year-old democracy should look like?

The Republic of South and it’s constitution has accounted for the rightful liberties of all persons
enabling constructive public participation. However, there are inconsistency governmental
obligations to fulfill public participation given the numerous incidents of incompetency and
inefficiency. Citizens of South have become stagnant with meaningful public participation
processes, for example, we find the many people protest arbirtly making it lose its significance
as we observed in the 1976 uprisings. 

2. What should the government prioritise to protect the fundamental interest of citizens?

To divert South Africa from its current downward trajectory, we must be economically innovative,
for example, we can progress past criminality by job creation, later funding the justice system
which could duly facilitate security and economic growth. It is most important to educate the unskilled 
labour force that will allow productive industrialization of both jobs and people. South Africa must 
envisage a socilatistic economy that can propel its constitutional mission of equality. Currently there is 
a disillusioned sense of unity, all though we interact multiculturally, we are not economically integrated. 
Thus, there exists no cohesive sense of interest as a people: black people are trying to escape poverty, white 
people are trying to make more money; men are trying to seize power and womxn are trying to survive.

3. What are your general feelings of the country as a citizen?

I’ve enjoyed a good quality of life because of my economic position and environments. The
notion of a good quality of life is subjective, however, I would define it as access to basic needs
and opportunities of self-actualization, primarily a quality education that can enable both! It is
traumatising to witness the rife and visible inequalities even within my surroundings. I believe
marginalised communities feel disappointed with the government as it’s their chief
responsibility to facilitate quality life for all! The disparities in South Africa evoke a sense of
being someone who can’t be a part of everyone at any point.

the intervieweethe interviewee

Photo Courtesy of Sagwadi Malongete
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2.2.4 Implications
South Africa’s forward-thinking Constitution was crafted to enable and propel self-actualization,
with strong renowned levers of public participation such as the right to protest and freedom of
expression among others. This has allowed South Africans to be vocal without the fear of
persecution that exists in other contexts on the African continent, however, these excellent
policy frameworks have been met with the irony of weak and inefficient economic planning and
organisation. Wealth saturates in the white minority as poverty disperses intergenerationally for
BIPOC communities.

2.2.5 Recommendations
a) Recommends that the lockdown is harnessed as an opportunity to foster systemic change and 
conjunctionally, climate resilience through the prioritisation of the agriculture in our green recovery and 
zero waste pursuits which can dramatically improve climatic conditions and promote self-sufficiency, all 
being of significant pertinence in building an inclusive and sustainable society; 

b) Calls upon the creation of a national committee that will facilitate cross-sectoral
implementation of all policies of The Republic

2.3 Cultural, economic and political factors
2.3.1 Cultural, economic and political factors
On paper, the government handled the pandemic well but in reality, there are many places where the 
government completely missed the memo. The poor governance, the education system’s failure to ensure 
that all its school-going youths have access to data, the looting of funds and the recent erection of a R13 
million statue are examples of where the government failed its citizens. As mentioned in the youth section, 
Johannesburg faces the problem of socio-economic disparity among the various class and racial groups in 
the city. The pandemic further exacerbated this problem. The COVID-19 pandemic widened the education 
and the class gap. With many students moving to online learning, the need to have Wi-Fi or an endless
supply of data and a device that is compatible with the school’s learner management system hindered 
many learners from receiving their education for months. Some learning institutions did not have online 
learner management systems in place because the teachers themselves have no ICT training. As soon as 
the lockdown started food prices spiked, thousands of Johannesburg citizens lost their jobs, gender-based 
violence increased and, people of already marginalised communities disproportionately bore the brunt of 
this pandemic. 

The South African economy is structurally weak. “South Africa’s government now faces a choice – continue 
along its old path of economic stasis or pursue a nationwide green recovery agenda,” says the Planet 
Tracker. If South Africa chooses the former, the country signs itself up for failure. As Einstein said, “The 
definition of insanity is doing the same thing over and over again, but expecting different results.” If 
South Africa continues to follow the current economic structure the country is, by definition, insane. It 
is insane to expect the country to progress from an economic system that has not worked in the favour of 
all citizens. As a result of the country’s weak economic structure and the pandemic, South Africa has faced 
its second recession in two years and its worst economic crisis since World War II. Numerous sectors such 
as the agricultural sector, the healthcare sector, water and sanitation, education, tourism and transport 
including the energy sector. 

To those who live in high-income areas, the waste management system facilitated by Pikitup may seem 
fine and even perfect but this is quite the opposite for people living in densely populated and low-income 
areas. Waste management in Johannesburg is not good nor bad because it all depends on context. Waste 
management is important for the quality of life of citizens in these. Township areas and places such as 
Hillbrow and Town, get the short end of the stick when it comes to the effective management of waste. 
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Our team spoke to some Sowetan citizens to gain a better understanding of what waste management is like 
in Soweto. It is suspected that the municipality spends more money on waste management in suburban
areas, as these areas are always kept clean. There is also speculation that suburban areas are kept cleaner 
because people in these areas pay higher rates. Even if this is true it is not fair for Sowetan citizens to sit 
with three weeks of waste. Waste management is public, therefore whether you receive this service regularly 
or not, should not be dependent on your class. One interviewee adds, “Even when Pikitup workers are 
protesting, we see that some suburban areas still receive their services but this is not so in Diepkloof.” 
Diepkloof is a district in Soweto. Sowetan citizens have resorted to creating illegal waste dumping sites, 
where the neighbourhood takes their waste. In some instances, community leaders burn this accumulated
waste. That is extremely bad for the environment. Majority of the waste in these dumps are single-use 
plastics. Most plastics seen are shopping bags, water bottles, nappies, sweet wrappers and fast food packaging

2.3.2 Relevance and Significance
The Johannesburg municipality has been somewhat tokenistic in its actions towards the green recovery. 
The green recovery is extremely important when speaking about it in the context of Johannesburg because 
of the different socioeconomic classes that exist within the city. In order to recover from climate change 
and from the economic crisis that this pandemic has caused the green recovery is important because 
it offers intersectional, inclusive and multifaceted solutions.The green recovery and the just transition 
recognises that problems do not exist in isolation. We as humans created these problems, therefore, these 
issues affect us intersectionally. Some people are disproportionately affected by these social issues while 
others benefit from these social issues. Having a green recovery allows for an equitable transition to the 
society that we as Johannesburg citizens have longed for since time immemorial. The green recovery will 
not solve everything but it is a big step forward.

2.3.3 Stakeholder engagement and Actions
In 2019 the Department of Environment, Fisheries and Forestries (DEFF) began a process of reviewing and 
improving existing policies relating to plastic waste management. Minister Barbara Creecy stated that it is 
inherently necessary that the issue of single-use plastics is addressed because the country needs to be active 
in the fight to save our oceans and the life in these oceans. 94% of the waste on South African beaches is 
plastic, 77% of which are single-use. DEFF is considering banning the use of single-use plastics. Minister 
Creecy mentions partnering with the retail, cosmetics and the pharmaceutical industries.

The City of Joburg collaborated with the youth of Johannesburg to create a Youth Climate Action in the 
YCAP there are suggestions and demands detailing the need for a green recovery and a just transition.

‘The City of Joburg is seeking green economy development opportunities to realise a sustainable city…. 
A CSIR research team is determining innovative solutions for the city’s marginalised land, with a focus 
on low-carbon development zones for waste to energy and renewable-energy powered mass transport.’ The 
City of Joburg (CoJ) has been making some strides in making the city greener and more eco-friendly. CoJ 
was applauded by the GMC panel for winning the top green city award.

2.3.4 Implications
Ensuring that the citizens of the city have a clean place to live in is paramount. Waste management 
in townships and other low-income areas is appalling. Because of the fact that waste management is 
not prioritised, citizens have established their own systems of collecting and managing waste. The socio-
economic disparity of various demographics within Johannesburg comes up in education, activism and 
now waste management. In ensuring a green recovery and a just transition the municipality must address 
the reason why upper-class neighbourhoods get better publicly funded waste management.

The green recovery is important for the sustainable development of Johannesburg and South Africa, as 
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a whole. If we choose to ignore the importance of ensuring a green transition, South Africa will only see 
worse socio-economic and environmental issues.

2.3.5 Recommendations
1. Call for urgent use of resources to educate communities on waste management. Waste management 

in the post COVID-19 world is key to managing landfill sites that are carbon neutral. Organic and 
inorganic waste should be regulated and managed more stringently by communities;

2. Affirms the support of local businesses that favour products made of materials that maximise the 
product life cycle and reduce environmental impacts thereby boosting the local economy. Reiterates 
incentives that encourage businesses to reduce plastic wrapping and use of all plastics, as a matter of 
urgency;

3. Demand that in a post COVID-19 environment there must be a reduction in the net usage of energy 
and water resources and the impacts of this need to be understood and planned for. This should 
prioritise the conservation of groundwater, and the treatment of contaminated water;

2.4 Parliament and Equitable Representation

2.4.1 Cultural, economic and political factors
Central Gauteng serves as a powerful microcosm of the country. It is considered the economic hub 
contributing 34% of national GDP; however much of this wealth is condensed among the white 10% 
minority. The class disparity in this region is stark and visible, where poverty continues to germinate in 
informal settlements and township areas in which the 85% Black, Indigenous, People of Color (BIPOC) 
majority, were segregated and disenfranchised. Apartheid and its wealth has been privatised whilst the 
oppression of BIPOC has been entrenched and institutionalised.

2.4.2 Relevance and Significance
Social Justice is Climate Justice. Climate Change is symptomatic of systematic injustice rooted in imperialist 
exploitation. Colonialism was a system designed to terrorize and torment black Africans, depriving them 
of land and making them take up harmful, underpaying jobs such as mining. The more they mined, the 
more they made. Black Africans remain reliant on these jobs for their livelihoods. This formed markets of 
extractivism and violence A transition to a carbon-zero-economy that does not account for these disparities 
is destructive in and of itself. all climate and deep just transition policies must be informed by the voices, 
consent and needs of all people, especially the most vulnerable!

2.4.3 Stakeholder engagement and Actions
System Change not climate change!

Analogy
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Climate Justice Charter movement, South African
Food Sovereignty Campaign

https://www.safsc.org.za/climate-justice-charter/#

We face numerous crises however the climate crisis is the most hazardous and shows off all
other layers of inequality - how a miner dies almost every day in South Africa. The Climate crisis
must be addressed intersectionally or else we risk having any life whatsoever by 2100, in 80
years with some effects being irreversible by 2030. This is THE DEFINING EMERGENCY of our
time and needs to be handled as such.

Momentously, The Climate Justice Charter movement presented a charter defining a deep just transition 
to a net-zero-carbon-economy; the first of its kind! The Climate Justice Charter emerges out of six years of 
campaigning, during the worst drought in South Africa’s history, by the South African Food Sovereignty 
Campaign and the Cooperative and Policy Alternative Centre. It has been informed by grassroots input 
from water-stressed communities, the media, labour, faith-based communities, youth, climate scientists, 
academics, women’s organisations, environmental and social justice organisations, as well as, think pieces 
by leading activists. A conference held in November 2019 consolidated a draft which was then placed 
online for public comment. A final round of public input was provided at a Climate Justice Assembly held 
on 16 June 2020. This document is the outcome of this process of dialogue and climate justice resistance.

Climate Justice Charter - Systemic Alternatives for Transformative Change

1. Democratic and Deep Just Transition Plans
2. Socially Owned and Community-Based Renewable Energy through a Rapid Phase-Out of Fossil Fuels
3. Feed Ourselves through Food Sovereignty
4. Democratise the Water Commons
5. Enjoy Life through Working Less
6. Eco-mobility and Clean Energy Public Transport Systems
7. Zero Waste and Simple Living
8. Beyond Mainstream Economics
9. The Rich Must Pay their Ecological Debt
10. Knowledge is Crucial for Survival
11. Emergency, Holistic and Preventative Healthcare
12. Rights of Nature and Natural Climate Solutions
13. Climate Conscious Media

“There are people’s alternatives to 
fossil fuels, which can meet our basic 
needs, enhance our capacity to deal 
with climate disasters, and prepare us 
to regenerate life-supporting systems. 
Such systemic alternatives have been 
imagined and are part of people’s 
struggles to decarbonize societies now 
as part of the deep just transition.”
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2.4.4 Implications
The concept of Climate Justice captures the intersectionality of systemic issues. By addressing one, you’re 
able to address the other! If we do not address the root causes of climate change, the world, most especially 
the most vulnerable countries could experience unprecedented famine and catastrophic war!

2.4.5 Recommendations
a) Demands the adoption of The Climate Justice Charter by The National Parliament of the
Republic of South Africa

II. Case Study: Amsterdam, Netherlands

2.1 Youth

2.1.1 Cultural, economic and political factors
The Dutch youth makes up 1/3 of the Dutch population. In 2019 there was a visible rise in the climate 
justice protests in Amsterdam and The Hague. The Friday For Future protests that erupted all over the 
world evoked a wave of anger in the Dutch youth. Thousands and thousands of Dutch youth marched 
every Friday, sacrificing days of their school term to protest the lack of meaningful climate action in 
Amsterdam and The Netherlands as a whole. The Dutch youth wants the Dutch government to take 
more MEANINGFUL climate action. In an interview with Global Voices, youth activist Talissa Soto 
speaks about the intersectionality within climate justice. Soto mentions that marginalised communities are 
disproportionately affected by the climate crisis. The needs of marginalised communities within the topic 
of climate activism are often ignored. In addition to this, she acknowledges how the Legacy of 500 years
colonialism and capitalism has essentially created and exacerbated the climate crisis. Soto alludes that, to 
efficiently tackle the climate crisis decolonisation needs to take place. She goes further to emphasise that 
climate change needs to be addressed at a grassroots level while recognising that climate change is systemic 
too. Climate justice is social justice. Climate activists in Amsterdam need to work with feminists and anti-
racist activists. Soto’s point on the need for inclusive and intersectional, speaks to the xenophobia and the 
Islamophobia of citizens of the citizens of The Netherlands.

2.1.2 Relevance and Significance
When looking at the climate organisations in Amsterdam and The Netherlands, it is apparent that there 
are quite a few. Youth organisations and stakeholders are on the rise in the Netherlands, especially in 
Amsterdam. The most notable climate Justice youth-led organisations are the SEED Europe, the Dutch 
Youth for Climate Change, We Are Tomorrow and Extinction Rebellion. Many initiatives such as the 
We Are Tomorrow global initiative and SEED, are founded within the Netherlands. They aim to create 
and strengthen climate action related to bonds across countries. SEED Europe is an organisation that 
forms a part of the EU Youth. It is based in Amsterdam. SEED stands for Action for Solidarity Equality 
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Environment and Diversity. It is an organisation that aims to promote sustainable agriculture. SEED 
empowers the youth and encourages them to be active participants within their own countries. It aims to 
encourage and increase youth engagement and participation within policy-making spaces. It collaborates
with grassroots entities, activists and NGOs. The We Are Tomorrow Global Initiative is based in the 
Netherlands; it brings forth the solutions that the dutch youth have come up with. In addition to this, 
it promotes and lobbies innovative youth participation and representation within policy-making spaces. 
The We Are Tomorrow Initiative believes that collaboration among global partnerships within the We Are 
Tomorrow Global Initiative include countries like South Africa, Nigeria and developing and developed 
countries in other continents.

2.1.3 Stakeholder engagement and Actions
Over 2019, Friday For Future protests had erupted in the Netherlands, especially in Amsterdam and The 
Hague. An organisation called Extinction Rebellion has been at the forefront of the climate action protests. 
These protests fueled youth discourse on the tokenism within the climate policies in The Netherlands. 
In an interview conducted by Global Voices, activist Jonathan Legett noted that the culture of protest in 
The Netherlands is weak, thus the rise of Friday For Future protests allows the young to innovate and 
establish visionary and creative forms of protest. This makes it evident the Dutch youth have a hunger 
for policy change and challenging status quos. Legett stated that having two capitals gives the youth more 
opportunity and freedom to disrupt and provoke change.

2.1.4 Implications
The Dutch youth have been among the most active in mobilizing a global climate action effort, founding 
We are Tmrw; however mainstream media has centralised climate actions around eurocentric narratives, 
proving exclusionary of people in marginalised communities, such as the 2.4% turkish population 
being subject to increasing ethinic tensions. The Fridays4Future protests gained nationwide momentum 
in 2019 where 1000s of students boycotted school in resistance to the government’s climate policies 
and implementations. This resulted in heightened public awareness and engagement at the expense of 
studenthood exacerbated by the 2020 COVID-19 Pandemic Lockdown.

2.1.5 Recommendations
a) Implores the integration of young people in public participation; enabling young people a better 
understanding of what it is, what is required of them and how the can play a proactive and meaningful 
role;
b) Suggests diversity and cultural sensitivity training of school staff and faculty as well as students to 
foster a safe intercultural environment, that exists free of xenophobia, promoting national unity through 
understanding as opposed to assimilation;

2.2 Public participation and economic sectors

2.2.1 Cultural, economic and political factors
The Netherlands has recognizably achieved dynamic comprehensive and climate policies over the past 
20 years. The principal definition of a climate change strategy goes back to 1989. The consciousness of 
environmental change in the Netherlands is high because of the natural characteristics of the nation -rapid 
rising sea levels encompassing coast and abundant agricultural lands; the Dutch have been canonized for 
their strong farmer culture! Intrinsically, the population, under their people-centric democracy, are eager 
and active in developing adaptation and mitigation strategies. The overarching objective of all energy-
related strategies in the fossil-functioning economy is “to switch to sustainable, low carbon energy supplies.”

2.2.2 Relevance and Significance
In 2016, the Netherlands’ centre-right government signed the 2015 United Nations Paris Agreement 
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Linkedin Profile

committing all persons and institutions of The Kingdom in accord with the global effort to limit global 
warming temperature increase to 1.5 degrees Celsius in this 21st century. Klaas Dijkhoff, leader of the 
governing People’s Party for Freedom and Democracy (VVD) in the country’s lower legislative house, 
contradicted the member state’s pledge, stating “Climate change is not an advantage with our voters” 
as reported by Tweede Kamer; challenging the the genuinity of The Netherland’s allegiance to the Paris 
agreement. This account highlights what we wish to remark as an inconsistent stance on climate actions. 
To speak further unto our point, domestically, The Netherlands is recognised to maintain relatively low 
carbon emissions not ranked in the top 20 carbon-emitting nations, However, South Africa whose oil and 
gas sector receives sponsorships from The Netherlands, is ranked at the 13th most polluting country.

2.2.3 Stakeholder engagement and Actions
In 2016, the Netherlands’ centre-right government signed the 2015 United Nations Paris Agreement 
committing all persons and institutions of The Kingdom in accord with the global effort to limit global 
warming temperature increase to 1.5 degrees Celsius in this 21st century. Klaas Dijkhoff, leader of the 
governing People’s Party for Freedom and Democracy (VVD) in the country’s lower legislative house, 
contradicted the member state’s pledge, stating “Climate change is not an advantage with our voters” 
as reported by Tweede Kamer; challenging the the genuinity of The Netherland’s allegiance to the Paris 
agreement. This account highlights what we wish to remark as an inconsistent stance on climate actions. 
To speak further unto our point, domestically, The Netherlands is recognised to maintain relatively low 
carbon emission not ranked in the top 20 carbon-emitting nations, However, South Africa whose oil and 
gas sector receives sponsorships for The Netherlands, is ranked at the 13th most polluting country.

Interview: Public Participation; citizen perspective

Jennifer van Beek, 25 year old Rotterdammer studying International 
Development Studies at the University of Amsterdam and working at The World 
Benchmarking Alliance in Amsterdam.

1. Do you trust the Dutch government, why?

Yes, the Netherlands is one of the best democracies, the Dutch government is reliable and
competent because of its strong social protection systems. Information and communications are
published regularly and accessible for citizens who wish to engage. 

2. Can you make a comment on public resistance to the Dutch government?

Public resistance isn’t very common in the Netherlands, the government is transparent so we
are mostly informed of what is going on and can participate in the processes, with our
sentiments taken seriously. However, recently, there have been public uprisings in resistance to
the government’s policies in light of the The COVID-19 Pandemic. I believe the policies were
ambiguous resulting in citizen criticality and/or skepticism.
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3. What defines public participation in The Netherlands?

There is a great level of public awareness which contributes significantly to the efficiency and effectiveness 
of policies and their implementations: the Dutch government is proactive and engages meaningfully with 
local initiatives. However, I don’t believe public participation is as inclusive as it can be - we function in 
quite an elitist system which is marginalising of minority groups like migrants. 

4. What has been your general experience as a citizen of The Netherlands?

My experience has been mostly positive, however, I say this from a point of privilege - I’ve enjoyed access to 
opportunities as a middle-class citizen which I’m grateful for but make me feel uncomfortable. The racism 
in the Netherlands is rife and is not addressed accordingly.

The Netherlands developed the 2019 Climate Agreement policy framework through the collaborative 
Dutch Polder system, engaging 100s diverse stakeholders to negotiate emission reduction targets and 
measures in five key sectors: electricity, industry, the built environment, mobility, and agriculture and 
the natural environment. In highly industrialised societies such as Amsterdam, economic growth bears 
substantial impact on the environment and the stocks of natural resources. Most climate theorists have 
argued unfavorably of the correlation between capitalism and sustaining climate resilience. Dutch policy 
developments have pointed to The Netherlands utilizing conscious capitalism as a mechanism for the 
green transition. Between 2009- 2011 in the Green Growth Report it was observed that environmental 
efficiency of production had improved. The government consolidated these efforts in it’s launch of The
Sustainability Agenda which sought to determine the role of key sectors in propelling green growth, 
conjointly with The Green Deal programme aiming to involve the private sector. For example, the mobility 
sector aimed to produce 15 000 to 20 000 electric cars by 2015, only successfully achieved in 2018, proving 
progress although not at the targeted dates. This could prove detrimental in the desperate implications 
of Climate Change that demand urgent and drastic action before it’s effects grow irreversible by 2030. 
Netherlands’ per capita environmental pressure is among the highest globally, mainly attributed to the 
intensive use of agricultural areas and heavy industry and traffic in urban areas, conjointly contributing 
47% of national greenhouse gas emissions. The government mobilized cross-corporation agreements with 
the Dutch Dairy Organisation and the Dutch Agricultural and Horticultural organisation to maintain
carbon emissions in dairy chains at 0% increase by 2020. This goal too has yet to be achieved, recognisedably 
halted by The 2020 Covid-19 Pandemic and subsequent National Lockdown, which devastated the 
economy and the aforementioned sectors. The Netherlands saw an unprecedented rise in public unrest 
and skepticism amid the unfolding social crisis triggered by pandemic lockdown; riots broke out in 
some of the most impoverished working class areas, exposing the country’s uncontested issue of income 
inequality, with its capitalist system being synonymous to elitism. The landscape of a just transition has 
been marked by green jobs and green patents along with an increase in green investment and capital. The 
OECD endorses competition and innovation as the underpinners of green sustained growth along with 
rise to new economic opportunities.

2.3 Waste and green recovery

2.3.1 Cultural, economic and political factors
When entering discourse about a green recovery and a circular economy, it would be negligent to not 
mention the importance and the influence of the fossil fuel industry. According to our interviewee, Arthur 
Rampel, who is a PhD student at the University of Amsterdam, the majority of the scepticism from the 
population, is rooted in the fear of losing money. The Netherlands owns one of the biggest carbon emitters 
in the world, The Royal Dutch Shell. That is why it is important to mention that a just transition is 
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important. When it comes to phasing out fossil fuel companies owned by The Netherlands there is some 
push back because of pension funds. Many pension fund companies get their money from investing in 
fossil fuel or fossil fuel-related companies. These pension fund companies in The Netherlands are worth 
billions of Euros. The push back from these companies comes with the argument that they will lose their 
money and that many citizens will not have pension funds. The fear of losing money was also why farmers 
have sued vegan meat companies for allegedly misleading people. The fear of losing money was why Dutch 
farmers blocked highways with their tractors to stop the economy, to detest and protest the fact that the 
Dutch government passed a law that would limit the amount of beef production in The Netherlands. This 
was similar to France’s Yellow Vest Protests. The agricultural sector is big in The Netherlands but what 
we see is that most of the agricultural sector is focused on livestock - meaning producing meat and dairy. 
Therefore to understand the socio-economic context of Amsterdam and The Netherlands as a whole, it 
is necessary to know that there is a lot of resistance when it comes to climate action policies ‘interfering’ 
with the norms of the agricultural sector. The problem with livestock farming in The Netherlands is that 
uncontrolled mass meat production is unsustainable. 

Other stakeholders in the path to a green recovery are the Department of Justice and Security and the 
Department of Health, Welfare and Sports and the citizens of the state.

2.3.2 Relevance and Significance
Concerning adaptation, the Dutch government has made progress in tackling climate change. Although in 
some cases climate activists feel that the action towards climate change in the Netherlands and Amsterdam 
has been somewhat tokenistic. There are many programs that the Dutch government has taken part in, 
to tackle climate change. One of these projects is the Delta program. The Delta program is only focused 
on flood protection, water supply and adaptation to flooding by improving infrastructure. Thus, youth 
climate activists argue that it does not aim to combat the effects of climate change on a more grassroots 
level. The reality is that if The Netherlands does not take adequate and effective adaptation measures the 
adaptation deficit will inevitably increase. Many sources record that The Netherlands has room to improve 
when it comes to their meaningful engagement with climate action. The Dutch government on a national, 
provincial and municipal level is very organised but it is still very much traditional. It is necessary to add 
that the government has made progress in the direction of looking to reform certain governmental systems.

2.3.3 Stakeholder engagement and Actions
To make way for a green recovery The Netherlands has adopted the Doughnut Model. The Doughnut 
Model was developed by an Oxford University student named Kate Ratworth. The core belief of the model 
is that the goal of economics should be to meet the needs of the population. Essentially, people over profit 
instead of profit over people. As aforementioned, The Netherlands is said to be a traditional western 
country. The Doughnut Model challenges the economic traditions of the country. It brings meaningful 
reform to the current economy. The Doughnut Model recognises and caters to both the problems of 
poverty and the climate crisis. The inner ring represents the minimum Standard of Living, based on the 
2030 SDGs. The outer ring represents the environmental limits. 23,7% of the Dutch population lives 
under the poverty line. The Netherlands also faces the problem of extreme precipitation, water scarcity, 
floods and sea levels rising. The Doughnut Model is very relevant to the Dutch context. The Netherlands is
the first country to use this model. It works in conjunction with The Netherlands Circular Economy by 
2050 goal. 

The circular economy by 2050 project in The Netherlands has had an immense effect on how
the government interacts with climate change. The project aims to work with stakeholders in the
private and public sector towards decreasing the use of primary raw materials by 50%. This
project works hand-in-hand with the Biomass Vision of 2030, the Raw Materials Memorandum
and the Doughnut Model.
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The Netherlands has been active in the movement to decrease the use of single-use plastics. The Netherlands, 
together with France and Denmark established a public alliance outside of the European Union. They 
created the plastic pact that aims to see to it that all plastic packaging and single-use plastics are reusable 
by 2025. Every piece of plastic should be reused so that oceans and habitats are kept clean and safe. 60 
companies have signed this pact. Climate organisations express that this project is not as effective and that 
the focus is misplaced and that its aim should have been to emphasise the importance of systemic change 
in the fight against climate change. 94% of the Dutch population uses their grocery bags. Only 6% buy 
plastics at the store. The fact that the vast majority of the population uses their grocery bags has decreased 
the amount of litter by 60%. In Amsterdam, waste management revolves around recycling and arranging 
your waste. There are collection/drop off points for the waste.

2.3.4 Implications
Single-use plastic waste has decreased by 61% since 2006 through the strong and integrated recycling 
culture within Amsterdam affirming the country’s ban on free plastic bags. The Netherlands has pioneered 
the movement to reform member states into circular economies. If levels of governance do not mitigate 
rapid rising sea levels, The Netherlands will reach an Adaptation Deficit leaving the land at risk of sinking! 
The COVID-19 Pandemic Lockdown forced 39% of the working force to adopt virtual means of work, 
reducing carbon emissions. However, this may undermine the heightened post-pandemic production to 
recover lost revenue.

2.3.5 Recommendations
a) Encourages Dutch government to use the Pandemic Lockdown which brought about significant carbon 
emissions reductions, as an opportunity to divest from fossil fuels and phase in renewable energy sources, 
exemplified by Trio dos and SNS
b) Affirms Dutch government’s plan to completely ban plastic by 2021 and urges its fulfillment to address 
the rapid collapse of sea ecosystems

2.4 Parliament and Equitable Representation

24.1 Cultural, economic and political factors
With the unprecedented expansion development of the European Union in the 2000s, the Netherlands has 
seen an ascent in the number of immigrants. Multiculturalism in the Netherlands started with a significant 
increase in migration during the 1950s and 1960s. As a result, a national policy of multiculturalism was 
enacted in the mid-1980s. This policy took an assimilationist stance to cultural integration. With increasing 
ethnic and racial tensions during the 1990s, following the homicides of Pim Fortuyn (in 2002) and Theo 
van Gogh (in 2004) the political discussion on the function of multiculturalism in the Netherlands took 
precedence. The Netherlands has various plans and instruments to accomplish its set INDC, including 
unilateral policies; the Local Climate Agenda, bilateral policies with the EU, for example, the EU’s 
Emissions Trading System (ETS) and multilateral, for example, the Partnership for Market Readiness PMR 
(The Ministry for Infrastructure and the Environment 2014; European Commission 2014). The Social and 
Economic Council (SEC) of the Netherlands played a key role in these advancements.

2.4.2 Relevance and Significance
The Netherlands was among one of the first countries in the world to have a left-wing political party 
that spearheaded environmental ideologies. The Greens (DG, De Groenen) is an ecologist that advocates 
primarily for an unconditional basic income and emphasizing its anti-militarism. The Greens participated 
between 1986 and 1998 four times in the general elections. The head of lists was Marten Bierman (1986), 
Roel van Duijn (1989), Hein Westerouen van Meeteren (1994) and Jaap Dirkmaat (1998). The party failed 
to pass the threshold of 0,67 per cent in The National House of Representatives informed by SER; proving 
the incohesivity of the Dutch polder model which has been remarked by countless Academics in the 
Netherlands.
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http://www.leavefossilfuelsunderground.org/

2.4.3 Stakeholder engagement and Actions
In the advent of the systemic disease of Climate Change, a democracy’s ability to ensure an equal and just 
transition will take precedent. A noteworthy Civil Society that has pioneered this cause is Leave fossils fuels 
underground based in Amsterdam.

Analogy

Arthur Rempel, PhD researcher - Leaving fossil fuels underground,
University of Amsterdam

The research project examines different cases of Leaving Fossil Fuels Underground (LFFU) in Latin America 
and Africa taking a firm stance that “Coal, oil and gas should be left underground, they are literally the 

cause of global warming” LFFU implores efficient and equitable solutions to climate change.

“Climate justice will not be a ‘win-win.’ 
It will be a win-lose situation and the 
losses must be borne on the shoulders 
of the most capable, the richest actors 
who can afford to bare the losses, not 
the most vulnerable, underresourced 
and underrepresented communities 
who are susceptible to the adverse 
impacts of Climate Change” - Arthur 
Rempel
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Climate Justice: Achieving 1.5 Centigrade

1. Goal 13 and the Paris Agreement call for addressing climate change in a just manner. The SDGs specify 
that all goals should be met in an interlinked and just manner and that the Right to Development 
(RtD) is to be respected.

2. Addressing climate change in a just manner implies accepting the Right to Promote Sustainable 
Development (RtPSD). Both the RtD and the RtPSD apply to all states in the world, but with greater 
consideration of the special position, needs and rights of poor countries.

3. Equity should not be misused or depoliticized in promoting risky 
science and technology The urgency of the climate change problem 
requires immediate mitigation action; however, risky negative 
emission technologies and geo-engineering should not be justified 
on equity grounds.

4. The Paris bottom-up approach does not imply that climate 
commitments should not be fair. All states claim that their bottom-
up targets are fair; but research shows that such claims are often 
dubious. Bottom-up approaches should be scrutinized for fairness. 
Social movements and courts are successfully pushing the climate 
justice agenda. Court cases supported by social movements are 
testing different climate justice claims.

Analysis
2.4 Themes and trends

There are many similarities and differences between these two contexts. Johannesburg and Amsterdam 
are different in unfortunate ways. In many ways it is worthy to note that Johannesburg should be taking 
notes from Amsterdam and The Netherlands as whole. Some of the challenges that both case examples 
demonstrate are tokenism and lack of meaningful and fast change. The context of tokenism is different 
for each case example. For example, one standing from a South African standpoint would think that 
Netherlands’ engagement with the public and the youth is 100% meaningful whereas the Dutch youth 
would argue that they are not satisfied with the correspondence from the government. It is crucial to
recognise that the two case examples are not comparable. The fact that one is an EU state while the other 
is an AU state plays a major role. The African context has its nuances and its complexities. Although 
both Amsterdam and Johannesburg youths are prone to protest, the protest action is not the same. South 
Africans bear the brunt of colonialism while the Dutch benefit from colonisation. The two case studies 
may share the same challenges but, because of the socio-economic context, these challenges do not affect 
both of the entities the same. Marginalised communities in both case studies are disproportionately 
affected by their city’s negligence. Xenophobia and racism are prevalent in both cases. One of the biggest 
challenges in both cases is that governments are finding it difficult to go about a just transition that will
make everyone happy.

South Africa faces the challenge of poor leadership and governance structures. In addition to the COVID-19 
pandemic, Johannesburg faces other epidemics. Gender-based Violence, corruption, climate change, 
unemployment and lack of access to quality education are among the many ‘epidemics’ that Johannesburg 
faces. Poor leadership, corruption and capiltalism are the exacerbaters of issues that were established as a 
result of colonialism.The leaders that Johannesburg needs are the leaders that should be groomed by our 
current education system, unfortunately that system continuously fails its youth.
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Both Amsterdam and Johannesburg seem to be making some type of progress with the way that they engage 
with the youth. The social media age that we live in has given the youth the platform to challenge and show 
opposition to the happenings in the country. Social media has empowered, connected and conscientized 
many youths transnationally. Thus the youth have been able to see policy-makers as questionable and 
accessible. The power and the authority that these politicians assumed over the youth has decreased. 
Civil movement discourse has evolved in both cases. The conversations among the policy-makers and 
their citizens have evolved. Discourse has become more critical and inclusive. Both case examples have 
acknowledged the importance of equitable representation of marginalised communities in conversations 
about confronting social issues. Both case examples heavily emphasise the importance of understanding 
intersectionality in different contexts. It is pleasing to see that both are engaging in multilateral discussions 
about the ban or decreased use of single-use plastics.

The Netherlands has a comprehensive plan for their green recovery. The Netherlands has been exemplary 
in what climate activists want when it comes to a green recovery. The Netherlands has already made plans 
to combat post-pandemic problems; they have adopted a system called the doughnut model, that prioritises 
the environment as well as the needs of marginalised citizens. This goes to show that issues social issues 
are very intersectional and therefore should be tackled in that manner. The way The Netherlands is taking 
on the green recovery is something that all countries should look at.

The general theme that comes up in both cases is the emergence of the youth voice. In both cases, the 
youth have been change-agents and Pioneers for socio-economic and political reform in relation to climate 
justice and the green recovery. When comparing Johannesburg to Amsterdam and South Africa to the 
Netherlands, we have seen that there has been a Renaissance in the awareness, consciousness and the action 
that has come from the youth demographic within these various cases. One thing worth mentioning is that 
exemplary leadership is visionary leadership. It is leadership that is inclusive, intersectional and innovative.

It is leadership that values people over profit. In one case example, we have a good leadership and governance 
system. In another case, we have bad and corrupt leadership and governance systems in place. It is evident 
that good leadership leads to sustainable development in that, we see that The Netherlands has been able to 
come up with comprehensive plans for a green recovery. The Netherlands’ commitment to implementing 
the Doughnut Method shows us that the leadership within this country values the people over the profit. 
The same cannot be said about Johannesburg and South Africa at large.

The general theme that the youth are the key to saving the future is something important to note. Firstly, it 
tells us that the youth are willing to fix problems that were created by previous generations - even routing 
back to the beginning of colonization. In saying this, it is unfortunate that the youth have had to sacrifice 
their education and their innocence to protest for a problem that they did not create. That also speaks to 
the selflessness of the climate-conscious youth in 2020. Climate change is a problem that was caused by 
capitalism, colonialism and essentially, greed. Therefore, to combat this crisis it is necessary to approach 
it from a selfless angle. You cannot use selfish intent to combat an issue that was caused by selfishness. To 
tackle climate change the world needs to unlearn and sacrifice much of the environmentally harmful acts 
that we have normalised.
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Table showing the beliefs of youth across 
the world on climate change governance 
collected on the Instagram Platform
Response Participant

More laws to protect SA’s natural resources 1

Endorse and Adopt the Climate Justice Charter 2

They should get rid of non-recyclable materials to reduce pollution 3

Starting to consider exists 4

Declare a climate emergency and address it accordingly 5

Ban single use plastics 6

Meaningful and equitable representation 7

Transparency is Key! 8

Strengthen policies and actually implement them 9
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4. Conclusion
Ambition
The COVID-19 Pandemic has set the precedent of how member states are 
meant to handle an emergency, contextually as well as cooperatively mobilising 
multilateral relations which will foster inclusion and accountability. Equally all 
sectors of society should mobilise in solidarity. South Africa exemplified this 
through the Solidarity Fund which organized resources for the most vulnerable 
groups.

Adaptation and Mitigation
Climate Justice accounts for climate change mitigation and adaptation 
acknowledging the cross-societal and cross-sectoral instigators and impacts 
of climate change. It is intersectional and accountable. Climate Justice 
motivates the reform of economic systems to ensure that they conjointly 
do not harm the environment or people.

Finance
The Green Climate Fund has allowed developed countries to hide behind aid as 
opposed to just reparations. Ethically, richer countries should bear the burden of 
financing the deep just transition, they are capable, they are responsible!

Future of  global agreements and conventions
The world is currently living through the 6th mass extinction, we must 
address climate change as the emergency it is. If member states claim 
to care for the development of their nations and the world at large - 
The Paris Agreement should be rendered binding with uncompromising 
sanctions most especially for member states who are most responsible for 
the climate crisis. Developing nations should organize a climate coalition, 
supported without interference by developed nations as a mechanism of 
accountability. The Sustainable Development Goals should be adapted 
to the specific socio-economic context and resources should be mobilised 
accordingly to ensure that the agenda is realistic and attainable for 
both developed and developing nations. COP 26 will function as an 
unprecedented global event as countries will need to reprioritize their 

efforts to the green recovery!
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Introduction 
The future remains uncertain for young people across the globe who will have to endure the impact of 
climate change on society, work, and the overall quality of human life. 

This is a truth affirmed by United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres at the 2019 Youth Climate 
Summit when he stated, “My generation has largely failed until now to preserve both justice in the world 
and the planet. Your generation must make us accountable to make sure that we don’t betray the future 
of humankind” (Rahmaty). 

The youngest generation faces the consequences of a climate crisis that has long gone unaddressed. CO2 
emissions are on the rise. The economic rebound in 2021 following the devastating effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic was accompanied by an increase in energy-related CO2 emission levels by over 2.0 Gigatonnes 
from the 2020 level of about 1.9 Gigatonnes (Global Energy Review: CO2 Emissions in 2021). 

This unexpected increase in CO2 emissions, coupled with the inability of world leaders to secure more 
substantial commitments at COP26 to “phase out” carbon-intensive energy sources, represents a significant 
threat to plans of bringing global energy-related carbon dioxide emissions to net zero by 2050 (Net Zero 
by 2050 – Analysis). 

While concerns about climate change and greenhouse gas emissions date as far back as the early 1800s 
through the works of scientists such as Joseph Fourier John Tyndall in 1861 – climate change did not find 
itself in global policy circles until 1987 when the Montreal Protocol was agreed upon to control chemicals 
that damage the ozone layer. 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change First Assessment Report in 1990 revealed that human 
activity had indeed contributed to an increase in temperature between the ranges of 0.3-0.6oC, leading to 
concrete commitments in 1997 under the Kyoto Protocol (A Brief History of Climate Change). 
The 2015 Paris Agreement followed a global framework for all parties to contribute to global emission 
reduction strategies aimed at reducing global warming below 2°C. These contributions were called the 
“Nationally Determined Contributions.” Major emitters of CO2, such as China, the United States of 
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America, the European Union, India, Russia, and Japan, were required to support developing countries’ 
emission reduction (Olivier et al.).

The energy transition has the potential to transform the economic order of the world. It will involve 
the creation of new jobs and industries, new supply chains, new governance models, and changes in 
many facets of society. As governments across Africa begin to take steps towards reaching net-zero carbon 
emissions, they must be deliberate in making sure that youth are prepared to be future leaders of the energy 
transition.

The Energy Transition in Africa

While Africa’s total CO2 emissions account for a small fraction of global emissions – just 0.55 percent – 
five African countries ranked among the ten countries most vulnerable to the effects of climate change in 
2019: Mozambique (1st), Zimbabwe (2nd), Malawi (5th), South Sudan (8th) and Niger (9th) (Karombo). 
A significant share of agriculture in GDP and employment adds to vulnerability, as do other weather-
sensitive activities, such as herding and fishing, leading to income losses and increased food insecurity.

About one billion people in developing countries currently lack access to electricity, most of them living 
in rural areas in sub-Saharan African and developing Asian countries. This challenge is addressed explicitly 
by Goal 7 of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, to “ensure access to affordable, reliable, 
sustainable and modern energy for all” (Goal 7 | Department of Economic and Social Affairs). 

Africa’s energy transition has the potential to deliver vast socio-economic benefits, improving energy 
access, creating jobs, and boosting energy security. To make these benefits a reality, African countries have 
the opportunity to leapfrog fossil fuel technologies to a more sustainable, climate-friendly power strategy 
aligned with the Paris agreement and low-carbon growth (The Renewable Energy Transition in Africa). 

Furthermore, the global energy transition is dependent on minerals such as cobalt and copper, which are 
found in mineral-rich countries such as the Democratic Republic of Congo. Cobalt is currently a critical 
input to batteries for electric vehicles and energy storage. Demand is rising as energy markets transition 
away from fossil fuels (No Time to Waste: Governing Cobalt amid the Energy Transition). Cobalt can be 
a viable alternative resource in Africa’s energy transition if mined ethically- with human rights and labour 
standards prioritized. 

Ghana, for example, has taken pragmatic steps to include renewable energy in its energy mix, including 
policies to electrify rural and off-grid communities with clean energy mini-grids. Renewable energy has 
attracted attention and received policy support, with national targets such as 10% of renewable energy in 
Ghana’s energy mix by 2030 outlined in Ghana’s Nationally Determined Contributions and backed by the 
Renewable Energy Act of 2011 and Amendment Act of 2020. 

The 2019 Renewable Energy Master Plan sets out a roadmap and investment portfolio to provide renewable 
energy to 1,000 off-grid communities by 2030. It is estimated that Africa will require investments of between 
US$60 – US$90 each year to achieve universal access to electricity by 2025. Despite ongoing electrification 
projects in different jurisdictions, the current trend will likely lead to an estimated 700 million people who 
will remain unelectrified in 2030, nearly all of them in sub-Saharan Africa (Korzhenevych et al.).
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The Role of the Youth 

Young Africans are poised to lead the continent’s energy transition and must be prepared to do so, given 
the transition’s time horizon of net zero by 2050. There is no shortage of viable young leaders in Africa 
who can make an impact; 60% of Africans are under 25, making it the youngest continent in the world 
(Dews). 

In sub-Saharan Africa, the region with the lowest clean energy rates, 20% of the population is between 15 and 
24. Many young Africans have grown up without reliable electricity – and have a personal understanding 
of the urgency to access clean energy and address the climate crisis and social development issues. 

African governments must do more to prepare their youth to lead the transition starting from the classroom 
to the job market. At a high level, the continent should seek to develop a labour force that is skilled and 
ready for the jobs of tomorrow. The African Continental Free Trade Area should serve as a vehicle for 
localising supply chains critical for the energy transition. 

Supporting Young Entrepreneurs 

Innovation is a critical factor in ensuring the energy transition occurs across the globe. Many young 
entrepreneurs across the continent, for instance, have taken the lead in addressing the energy transition 
through entrepreneurial ventures.

In Uganda, electrical engineer Philip Kyeswa has developed a smart metre to help small green energy firms 
build their business in its most remote regions (Vetter). His firm, Peec Energy, supplies the metres to 
mini-grid developers installing solar systems that are not connected to the grid, enabling the companies to 
monitor their systems remotely and collect bill payments hassle-free.

In Malawi, entrepreneur Clement Kandodo founded EcoGen while studying at university and learned 
that gas and fertiliser could be produced from waste and used for cooking and farming. After pitching 
his idea to a local NGO, he was given $100 to develop his prototype for a biogas bin system that could 
convert organic waste into renewable cooking gas and organic fertiliser. He then used his prototype to 
raise $150,000 through prizes and small grants – earning the company an innovation award from the 
government of Malawi.

Examples like these demonstrate the power of entrepreneurship in addressing challenges like the climate 
crisis. Civil society, the private sector, and governments can ensure young entrepreneurs have the knowledge, 
resources, and funding needed to pursue ventures that move the energy transition forward. 
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How Governments Can Prepare Youth 

Governments play a critical role in creating innovation-friendly environments that have the power to 
build human-centric solutions and drive the public to adapt to sustainable energy solutions quickly. 

In addition to supporting entrepreneurs, increasing investments in education, vocational training, and 
research will prepare young people with adequate knowledge and skills to meet the future energy job 
market demand.

Because National Determined Contributions (NDCs) are the main instrument to measure countries’ 
engagement with on-the-ground actions to reduce their carbon emissions, they offer an opportunity to 
engage youth practically. 

Governments can integrate NDCs in national education systems to ensure that youth are aware of their 
country’s efforts to address the energy transition from an early age. Beyond this, governments can open 
spaces of dialogue to actively communicate on open government strategies and initiatives and their outputs 
to ensure that they are well-known within and outside government.  

African civil society organisations (CSOs) in the energy sector are vibrant with youth involvement and 
should be seen as a pipeline of expertise and not a nuisance. Governments must create opportunities for 
regular consultations with CSOs to solicit input and demonstrate commitment to an inclusive transition. 
Furthermore, tailored efforts to inform and communicate with youth are critical to promoting an open 
government culture and include youth as active participants in government strategies and initiatives. 

Policy Recommendations

Green innovation should be promoted by creating a well-funded innovation ecosystem that brings together 
academia, industry, and government institutions to undertake commercial, policy-driven research without 
compromising research integrity. 

Institutionalising youth participation in decision-making is essential to ensuring young Africans are 
prepared to be leaders of the energy transition. To ensure participatory democracy, mechanisms such as 
citizen assemblies can harness the voices, ideas, and opinions of those most affected by climate change.

The formation of youth councils and similar formal structures focused on climate change, and the energy 
transition could ensure policymakers interact with organised youth. Engagement with youth councils 
should be continuous rather than a one-off or occasional activity. Youth council members need to be 
considered full citizens and not future citizens in training. 
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As older public servants approach retirement, recruiting younger employees should be prioritised. Increasing 
youth participation in public service is critical, especially when young people are engaged and interested 
in making change. Making sure that young people are recruited into the public service has the potential 
to accelerate the energy transition and Africa’s development as a whole.

Conclusion 
Achieving net-zero is possible, but African countries have a long way to go. Ensuring young people are 
a part of the global energy transition is critical. Many youths will live with the consequences of climate 
change as beneficiaries or victims depending on how the present generation approaches it. 

In particular, Africa’s position as the youngest continent makes the continent uniquely positioned to make 
significant contributions to the energy transition. With increased education, engagement, and support 
for entrepreneurial endeavours – it can collectively make certain that African youth are prepared to be 
influential leaders of the transition.
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Abstract:: South Africa is starved for electricity. The region’s power sector is significantly underdeveloped, 
whether we look at energy access, installed capacity, or overall consumption. The fact that South Africa’s 
residential and industrial sectors suffer electricity shortages means that countries struggle to sustain GDP 
growth. The stakes are enormous. Indeed, fulfilling the economic and social promise of the country, and 
Africa in general, depends on the ability of the government to develop the continent’s huge electricity 
capacity. South Africa is classified as quasi-federal. Defined as “ an intermediate form of state between 
a unitary state and a federation. It combines the features of a federal government and the features of a 
unitary government,” quasi-federalism emphasizes issues such as shared and divided sovereignty, multiple 
loyalties and identities, and governance through multi-level institutions. Proponents of quasi-federalism in 
South Africa owe the exponential economic growth, and increased access to energy to political party states, 
which has led to unparalleled changes in South Africa. The proponents perhaps bestow the excruciating 
economic suffering, inequality, and a stagnant government to the Arpartheid Government, a unitary 
government led by the Afrikaneers, which led South Africa from 1948 to 1994. The period of Arpartheid 
and Quasi-federalism has implications in both energy production and distribution in South Africa.

Introduction 
Energy is at the heart of development (World Bank, 2019). Energy is also the vital force that powers 
businesses, manufacturing, the transportation of goods and the delivery of services to the nation. It is 
the lifeblood of modern living, as it has an impact on everything we do and affects our very existence. 
Energy is therefore an enabler for economic growth and stability (Department of Energy South Africa, 2). 
The energy sector in South Africa has been, and continues to be, at the center of the economic and social 
development. The industry directly affects the economy by using labour and capital to produce energy. 
This role is particularly important when economic growth and job creation are such high priorities in 
the country. In addition to the energy sector’s economic contributions in general, relatively lower and 
stable energy prices are very instrumental in stimulating the country’s economy. As the country’s economy 
continues to grow, the Department of Energy is mandated to ensure that energy resources are available, and 
that there`s access to energy services in an affordable, reliable and sustainable manner, while minimizing 
the associated adverse environmental impacts. (Department of Energy in South Africa, 2) 

Impact of Governance Structures on 
Energy Production and DistributionEnergy Production and Distribution
Nhlanhla Mlungisi Mavuso
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The National Development Plan (NDP) envisages that by 2030 South Africa will have an energy sector that 
promotes economic growth and development through adequate investment in energy infrastructure. The 
plan also envisages that by 2030 South Africa will have an adequate supply of electricity and liquid fuels 
to ensure that economic activities and welfare are not disrupted, and that at least 95% of the population 
will have access to grid or off-grid electricity. The South African energy sector is dominated by coal, which 
is plentiful and cheap, and is ranked among the lowest energy costs in the world. Apart from coal, which 
contributed around 69% to the total primary energy supply in 2016, South Africa gets energy locally 
from biomass, such as wood and dung, natural gas, hydro-power, nuclear power, solar power and wind. 
(Department of Energy in South Africa, 3)

Research Question 
This paper seeks to answer the following question:

How has changes in political and government structures in South Africa affected energy production and 
distribution.

During the course of the nineteenth century South Africa was governed by Boers, who had an intention 
of taking advantage of the human resources in South Africa. It is clear that at this time energy was needed 
for transport primarily. In the 20th century South Africa was governed by the British and Afrikaneers, who
primarily used energy to extract mineral resources. In the 21st century South Africa is governed by blacks, 
who are striving to maintain a strong momentary fiscal policy in South Africa. 

In terms of organization, this paper first summarises the current state of governance and its energy 
production and distribution policies. Second, It explores the Arpatheid and how energy was produced and 
distributed, with a strong emphasis on the social and environmental effects. Third, the paper presents cases 
about each governmental structure , providing a table of indicators, and explaining their implications. 
Fourth, the paper compares and contrasts indicator results to determine whether governance structures 
indeed influence energy production and distribution. (Meng,1)

Quasi-Federalism in South Africa 
Quasi-federalism in South Africa Definition of Term and Concept 

South Africa is a quasi-federal country as it is a unitary state with federal tendencies and specific governance 
arrangements, based on a system of co-operative governance. Following the adoption of the 1993 Interim 
Constitution, the number of provinces increased from four to nine (OECD, 1). The integration process 
also resulted in a drastic reduction of municipalities from more than 1 000 before 1990 to 830 just 
after 1993 and further down to 278 following the 2011 municipal elections (OECD, 1). Metropolitan 
municipalities are found in urban areas and have a single-tier form. The other local governments are 
found in areas which are primarily rural and have a two-tier organisation: district municipalities, the main 
division of provinces, which are in turn subdivided into local municipalities. The latter share authority 
with the district municipality under which they fall. Metropolitan and local municipalities are also divided 
into wards (4 277 as of 2011), with each ward electing a councillor to the municipal council (OECD, 1). 
Main subnational governments responsibilities. Provinces: social services (education, health and social 
development including housing), economic functions (agriculture and roads) and provincial governance and 
administration (legislature, provincial treasury, local government and human settlements). Municipalities: 
basic services (water and sanitation, electricity distribution, refuse removal), stormwater management, 



45| Climate Change

municipal transport and roads, community services (parks, sport and recreation, street lighting). Local and 
provincial governments provide free or subsidised services for poor household (OECD, 1)

Energy Production and Supply during the Current Quasi-federal South Africa

Fig.1 This fi gure shows the amount of electricity South Africa produced between 2004 and 2020,

Fig.2 This fi gure shows the trend in the amount of Energy Supplied in Toe, Toe is defi ned as 107
kilocalories, in South Africa between 2000 and 2019

Primary energy supply is defined as energy production plus energy imports, minus energy exports, minus 
international bunkers, then plus or minus stock changes. The International Energy Agency (IEA) energy 
balance methodology is based on the calorific content of the energy commodities and a common unit of 
account: tonne of oil equivalent (toe). Toe is defined as 107 kilocalories (41.868 gigajoules) (OECD,3). This 
quantity of energy is, within a few per cent, equal to the net heat content of one tonne of crude oil. The 
difference between the “net” and the “gross” calorific value for each fuel is the latent heat of evaporation 
of the water produced during combustion of the fuel. For coal and oil, net calorific value is about 5% less 
than gross, for most forms of natural and manufactured gas the difference is 9-10%, while for electricity 
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the concept of calorific has no meaning. The IEA calculates balances using the physical energy content 
method to find the primary energy equivalent. This indicator is measured in million toe and in toe per 1 
000 USD (OECD, 3). On Fig.2, it showed a scathing decline in the amount of energy supplied in South 
Africa. Energy Supplies dropped from 0.25 Toes to just about 0.2 Toes. Energy supplied dropped by 25% 
in a period of 20 Years (OECD, 3). 

Another eye-catching result from Fig.1 is that the industry produced less electricity in 2019 than it did in 
2010, recording a decline of 2%. This is confirmed by the monthly Electricity generated and available for 
distribution release, which provides a more comprehensive time series. This release shows how national 
electricity production has slowed during the Quasi-Federal Government System, with the country producing 
less electricity in 2020 than it did in 2004.

Fig.3 This a 2016 report on how Energy is distributed in South Africa.

Energy is the lifeblood of the South African economy and is an important sector of the economy that 
creates jobs and value by extracting, transforming and distributing energy goods and services throughout 
the economy (Energy Sector of South Africa, 8). South Africa’s steady economic growth, coupled with an 
increasing focus on industrialisation and a mass electrification programme to take power into deep rural 
areas, has seen a steep increase in the demand for energy in recent years. ( Energy Sector South Africa, 
8). The share percentage of energy consumed by various sectors in the economy is depicted in Fig.3 . 
The five sectors identified in this report are industrial, transport, agriculture, residential, commerce and 
public services. The sector “non-specified (other)” refers to unaccounted energy (energy that has not been 
classified into a specific sector). From the report, 52% of the energy in South Africa is used in the Industry 
Sector. The residential sector has access to only about 8% of the energy. This provides clear evidence that 
in the Quasi-Federal South Africa, most of the energy is prioritized for the industry (Energy Sector of 
South Africa, 8).
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Energy Access in the Quasi-Federal South Africa

Fig.4 This shows the amount of population which had access to electricity in South Africa from 1996 to 2020

Fig. 4 shows that energy access increased during the Quasi-Federal South Africa. The access increased from 57% 
to about 85%. This means in the Quasi-Federal South Africa, access to electricity increased by an impressive 28%.

Apartheid in South Africa 

Apartheid in South Africa definition of Term and Concept 
Apartheid, (Afrikaans: “apartness”) policy that governed relations between South Africa’s white minority 
and nonwhite majority for much of the latter half of the 20th century, sanctioning racial segregation 
and political and economic discrimination against nonwhites. Although the legislation that formed the 
foundation of apartheid had been repealed by the early 1990s, the social and economic repercussions of 
the discriminatory policy persisted into the 21st century. (Briticannia, 1)
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Energy Production and Supply during the Apartheid in South Africa

Fig.6 This fi gure shows the trend in the amount of Energy Supplied in Toe, Toe is defi ned as 107 kilocalories, in 
South Africa between 1976 and 1994

Fig.6 shows that there were about 0.2 Toes of energy. In the 1980s, the energy supplied increased to about 0.29 Toes. 
This show that in the Apartheid government the Energy Supplied increased by 45%.

Results of the Study 
Energy Supply 
During the Apartheird period the energy supply was about 45% more than the energy supplied in the Quasi-
Federal South Africa. Simply, the Afrikaneers supplied more electricity than the current black government.

Electricity Production: 
During the Quasi-Federal South Africa about 25% more electricity was produced than in the Arpatheid 
Government.

Energy Access
During the Apartheid nearly 20% of the Black community had reliable access to electricity, while during 
the Quasi-Federal South Africa more than 85% of the back community has access to electricity.

Energy Distribution
During the Quasi-Federal South Africa, energy was distributed throughout South Africa, while in the 
Quasi Federal, energy was concentrated in the Gauteng region.
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Discussion of the Study
Why Apartheid Supplied more Energy but less electricity than Quasi-Federal Government
The apartheid government supplied more energy than the current Quasi-Federal government because, 
it was primarily used for massive extraction of Natural Resources like Gold, Diamonds and Platinum. 
According to the study, they produced more energy than they produced less electricity. This is because 
they primarily used Oil, Gas and Coal to drive engines which were used for transporting workers and for 
driving motors which were used to extract the Natural Resources.

Why during the Quasi Federal Government there was improved access to energy?
This was because of the political parties which were vying for an equal South Africa, while in the Apatheird 
government inequality was beyond the margins in both resources and energy.

Conclusion 
Each and every government has its own priorities. The Apartheid prioritized economic success, which 
would make the elite white South Africans richer. This leads to the government’s priorities to be more 
focused on resource extraction. In the Apartheid, extraction was more important than the welfare of the 
Black Community. While in the Quasi-Federal South Africa, the government prioritized equal access to 
resources hence leading to better energy access. From the study and suggested hypothesis, it is clear that 
individual government or political structures influence production and distribution of energy.

Recommendations
Nanostructured Thermionic and Thermophotovoltaic Energy Converters (As an alternative to fossil 
fuels)
Microgap thermionic energy converters and nanogap thermophotovoltaic devices can efficiently generate 
electricity from heat without using moving parts (Fiorino et at, 1). These are cheaper alternatives to fossil 
fuels. They are easy to make, and could possibly be fully implemented in South Africa. These Energy 
converters are likely to give a very high electrical energy output, from heat energy in the surroundings. If 
these generators are implemented, energy production can improve to maintain a very strong fiscal policy 
at the same time increasing the overall distribution and access to energy. If the government can implement 
this recommendation, South Africa would become a sustainable and prosperous country.
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Background
Although rebuked by the spiritual leaders of the Tonga riverine people, the British colonial administration 
built the Kariba Dam, a man-made hydrological wonder that would fulfil the colonialists’ thirst for 
electricity (Hughes, 2006; IRMSA, 2015). The premise underpinning the pursuit of this large-scale electricity 
production was that the dam would foster industrialisation and economic growth in the British colonies of 
Southern and Northern Rhodesia (Tischler, 2014). The Tonga people revered Nyaminyami, the benevolent 
river god who resided in the depths of the Zambezi river serving as their patron and defender (Mawere 
and Awuah-Nyamekye,2015). Disregarding these ‘primitive’ religious beliefs, the construction of Kariba 
Dam commenced in 1956, fuelled by the hard labour of more than 10,000 workers and claiming 100 lives 
in construction accidents over three years (Harnish, Cliggett, and Scudder, 2019; World Commission 
on Dams, 2000). In 1960, Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother, commissioned and opened the dam, 
unleashing a new energy era, one that promised to ‘bring light and power for a nation’ (Harnish, Cliggett 
and Scudder, 2019 p.253).

Today, more than 50 years after the commissioning, the dam still stands tall, although severely fatigued 
by the powerful downpour of water (IRMSA, 2015). Without immediate repairs, the dam will collapse, 
flooding an estimated 3.5 million people. While scientists believe that this is an engineering crisis 
fostered by forces of erosion, the Tonga people are certain that this doom is an expression of the anger of 
Nyaminyami, whose natural habitat was invaded by the construction of the dam (Siwila, 2015). Whether 
or not the narrative about Nyaminyami is true, this essay piece studies the role of religion and spirituality 
in analysing the economic and social impacts of the Kariba Dam. Through examining the themes of 
displacement, diseases, and fear of the dam’s collapse, this essay will show how the lives and livelihoods of 
the Tonga people have been affected.

From Bazilwizi to refugees
The pre-project planning document of1951 budgeted £4 million to facilitate the relocation and resettlement 
of the communities that lived in the area and would be affected by the construction of the Kariba dam 
(World Commission on Dams, 2000). Although the initial estimate claimed that 29,000 people would have 
to move, the actual number of people who were displaced was 57,000e. While the number of displaced 
people increased, the budget stubbornly remained at £4 million (ibid). With the resettlement came the 
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promise of education, health services, and access to road facilities. Although some of these promises were 
fulfilled, the living conditions in the highlands remained unfavourable. 

River Zambezi was a significant part of the Tonga people’s identity. The Tonga people self-identified as 
Bazilwizi, ‘the river people’ (Harnish, Cliggett and Scudder, 2019). They swore by saying ‘by the river’ or 
‘by the god who gives water’ (Mawere and Awuah-Nyamekye, 2015). Besides being the holy residence of 
their god Nyaminyami, the river’s floodplains granted the Tonga people the luxury of practising flood 
retreat agriculture, affording them two to three harvest seasons per annum (ibid). Because of the silt 
deposited with every flood (Allaby, 2002), these two to three harvest seasons ensured a bountiful harvest 
of crops such as sorghum and millet, providing the Tonga people with more than their basic food needs 
(Siwila, 2015). Although this land was ideal for agriculture, the colonial mission, which at the time seemed 
utilitarian: ‘to bring light and power for a nation’ transcended the needs of the 57,000 Tonga people. 
Without doubt, the Tonga people had to be relocated to the uplands of Binga (Mashingaidze, 2013). 
Therefore, a resettlement project team gathered and shipped the Tonga people into their new ‘home’ 
(Harnish, Cliggett and Scudder, 2019). The Bazilwizi were forced to renegotiate their relationship with 
their land; to find a home in an alien land that could only afford them one harvest season (Siwila, 2015).
 
Aside from being the gracious provider of crops for the Tonga people, the river basin served as the grounds 
on which thousands of shrines, ‘ntumba’ or ‘numba,’ were built (Harnish, Cliggett and Scudder, 2019). 
These shrines exponentially strengthened the ties between the riverine people and the floodplains. Kaoma 
concluded that the sacredness associated with an area motivates residents to take better care of the land 
(Kaoma, 2017, p.8). To the Tonga people, the Zambezi was more than a river, and the floodplain more 
than just land; this displacement was particularly harsh on the spiritual and, consequently, the social and 
economic activities of the Tonga people. Although links between spirituality and social and economic 
activities are seldom engaged in energy displacement discourses, spirituality cannot be ignored as it plays a 
crucial role in governing human relations with other humans and nature (Mawere and Awuah-Nyamekye, 
2015 p.243). The river was shrouded in myths and rituals that orientated the social and cultural world 
of the inhabitants. While studying African traditional beliefs, De Gruchy and Prozesky (1991) note the 
importance of myths and rituals in these religious practices. Scholars of traditional African religions also 
agree that most of these practices believe that gods are punitive, unleashing their fury through death, 
disease, and calamity as corrective means (Asante and Mazama, 2008; Dhavamony, 1973; Mbiti, 2010). In 
line with this belief, the rest of the essay will analyse how death, diseases, and terror could be viewed as the 
unleashing of the wrath of Nyaminyami.

Kutadza kuchengeta nzizi (We have failed to care for the rivers)
Given the relationship between the Tonga people and the river basin, the Tonga people did not leave 
without a fight. If not for themselves, then for their spiritual deities. Several anti-resettlement protests 
broke out. During the worst of these, a mob of protestors armed with spears, pangas, knobkerries, and 
shields resisted. Sadly, these weapons did not compare to the colonial guns, which claimed eight protestors’ 
lives and injured 34 others. (Harnish, Cliggett and Scudder, 2019; World Commission on Dams, 2000). 
In another attempt to resist, protestors stoned the district commissioner (World Commission on Dams, 
2000). These sentiments of commitment to the land, to the point of resistance are shared across the globe. 
A similar case of resistance happened when the indigenous Hmar people opposed the construction of 
the Tipaimukh Dam in Manipur. The dam would have flooded Ruonglevaisuo, a religiously sacred site 
marked by the confluence of the Barak and Tuivai rivers (Arora and Kipgen, 2012). To the Hmar people, 
electricity as a trade-off for their land was not good enough. ‘We can live without power, but we can’t live 
without our land,’ they protested (Arora and Kipgen, 2012, p. 109).

The statement, ‘We can live without power, but we can’t live without our land,’ which was key to the 
Hmar protests, bears a quotidian assumption that the Hmar people would indeed get access to electricity 
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after the dam had been constructed. History shows otherwise.. When nation-states pitch for the utilitarian 
vision for development for the good of many, they promise the provision of electricity to those who the 
development will displace, however, in numerous cases, these promises go unrealised. This was indeed 
the case for Kariba dwellers. The electricity generated by the Kariba dam was directed to areas with 
economic promise, which were the Copperbelt copper mines,  and the cities that were developing at a fast 
pace leaving the ousted populations underpowered (Mashingaidze, 2013; Tischler, 2014). Post-colonial 
leadership structures also inherited the exclusive development thinking that neglected rural electrification 
(Harnish, Cliggett and Scudder, 2019). Currently, restitution efforts are in place to try to negate the impact 
of this unfair treatment (Mashingaidze, 2013). As it stands, the Tipaimukh Dam has not been constructed, 
so the Hmar can hold on to their land for a bit longer. The Tonga, unfortunately, did not have any saving 
grace - their efforts of resistance came to no fruition, and the resettlement proceeded. The Tonga people 
were forced to ‘live without power and their land’ as is the reality of many communities displaced for 
energy development projects.  The Tonga people failed in the battle against the obstinate colonial thirst 
for electricity, therefore, they perhaps were susceptible to facing the punishment from their riverine deities.

The Wrath of Nyaminyami
The dam’s construction unwittingly provided the ideal conditions for the grooming of freshwater snails, 
who are the ideal hosts of Schistosoma mansoni and Schistosoma haematobium, - parasites that cause 
Schistosomiasis (Chimbari, 2012), otherwise known as bilharzia. During the construction phase, 45% of 
workers (i.e., 4,500 workers) at the dam were infected by Schistosomiasis (World Commission on Dams, 
2000). The World Health Organisation describes Schistosomiasis as a disease that disables more than it 
kills - a disease that bears as many economic effects as it does health(WHO, 2019). Schistosomiasis directly 
handicapped the Tonga people’s ability to work and engage in economic activities. Given that they had 
been relocated to a land area that was comparatively less fertile than the river basin, Schistosomiasis 
furthered the famine that they experienced after the resettlement. Whether this disease was a public health 
failure or a result of the unleashing of the wrath of the gods, to the Tonga people it can be viewed as a 
penalty for their failure to protect their land, a constant reminder of their defeat by the colonial state.

The case of Schistosomiasis particularly sheds light on the structural distance between the indigenous 
people, and the colonialists. The chart below shows a comparison of the number of Schistosomiasis cases 
reported by the African and European populations. Most of the people infected by the disease were African.

Chart 1: Comparison of Schistosomiasis cases post Kariba Dam Construction. Source: World Commission on 
Dams, 2000
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The case of Schistosomiasis is merely a microcosm of the dynamics of structural inequalities in such 
developmental projects (Tischler, 2014). The displaced Tongans had less access to good quality medical 
care. Those who did were dam workers who got treated because they were part of the ‘machine’ constructing 
the dam. Even beyond the African-European dichotomy, there was an economic stratification amongst 
the native Africans which was furthered by the displacement (Scudder, 1993). Within the agricultural 
sector, the resettlement freed people from the village society and its rituals, such as the  initiation of land 
by elders - ‘basikatongo’. before the farming season began (Scudder, 1993). This meant that people could 
plant at their own pace and rate, resulting in differing economic gains. Moreover, with the dam came 
opportunities for fishing, which proved profitable, cash crop farming, and administrative roles (Harnish, 
Cliggett and Scudder, 2019). All these continued to make the economic disparity between the Tongans 
more evident. Generally, waterborne diseases are rife amongst the economically disadvantaged (WHO, 
2019). Therefore, Schistosomiasis and numerous other water-borne diseases such as bacillary dysentery and 
diarrhoea continued to affect the Tongans who were at the bottom of the pyramid (Harnish, Cliggett and 
Scudder, 2019).

Similar to Schistosomiasis, sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) also shed light on the social and economic 
structures that existed after the resettlement. During the construction of the Kariba Dam, there was a rise 
in the transmission of STDs, as is common in most construction sites in Southern Africa (Meintjes, Bowen 
and Root, 2007). The reason for this rise is bi-fold. Firstly, the construction industry, especially in one-
off construction projects, requires manual labourers to temporarily be separated from their families and 
stay on-site, which allows room for promiscuity (World Commission on Dams, 2000). The construction 
of the dam created a change in the social living conditions of the families by demanding the separating 
of workers from their families and this catalysed the spread of STDs. Consequently, the desperate living 
conditions post resettlement, made sex work a livelihood strategy and an economic opportunity, which is 
not uncommon in situations of migration similar to this (Colson, 1971; Jaishankar, 2009). Women also 
left the village and moved into the fishing and construction sites that were more commercial (Colson, 
1971).

The presence of STDs is still pertinent, now including the infamous HIV/AIDS. Since the Tonga people 
were crafty in adjusting to the changed living conditions (Crooks, Cliggett and Gillett-Netting, 2008), they 
established a new relationship with the land they were resettled into. After the initial shock, they rebounded 
by engaging with the diversified economic opportunities their new home availed (Harnish, Cliggett and 
Scudder, 2019). While some argue that these new economic opportunities increased disposable income 
(World Commission on Dams, 2000 p.121), these opportunities were not equally accessible to all, leaving 
some, especially women, prone to harsh living conditions. 

While some reports such as the World Commission on Dams (2000) argue that cases of  STDs, especially 
HIV/AIDS (which came about post-construction), cannot be attributed directly to the dam, it is evident 
that the dam has catalysed the spread of these diseases by creating the conducive social and economic 
atmosphere for them to prosper. In addition to the aforementioned public health issues discussed, there 
were many other incidents of disease which are often dissociated from the dam, such as the 56 people 
who died in 1960 because they mistakenly ate a toxic plant that looked like an edible plant from their 
former home (Harnish, Cliggett and Scudder, 2019). I argue that cases such as this show the difficulties of 
displacement and alienation of people from their homes and are indeed a result of the pursuit of electricity 
through the dam. Whether or not these diseases were a result of Nyaminyami’s anger, they brought severe 
changes to the social and economic structures of the displaced people.

Madzimambowe pindirai (Royal elders intervene)
In 2014, the Kariba dam was declared to have been in critical condition. If the refurbishing of the dam 
did not commence immediately, the dam would collapse, unleashing 181 billion cubic metres of water, 
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sweeping away lives and livelihoods and affecting a total of 3.5 million people before also collapsing the 
Cahora Bassa dam in some sort of a domino effect (IRMSA, 2015). This collapse, be it an engineering crisis 
or a punishment from the riverine deities, calls for immediate action to ensure that no more lives are lost 
in this pursuit of energy. Together, Zambia and Zimbabwe, through the Zambezi River Authority, raised 
$294.2 million for the rehabilitation of the dam. Given the economic situation of the two countries, only 
6.5% of the $294.2 million was contributed by the Zambezi River Authority, the rest of the funds were 
raised through loans and grants (World Bank, 2015). Zimbabwe and Zambia had no choice but to continue 
digging themselves deeper into debt. The dam that was once envisioned to bring economic advancement 
for the people, was furthering the desperation of the economies of both countries. 

In media channels within and beyond Zambia and Zimbabwe, government officials and disaster preparation 
stakeholders urged people to ‘minimize panic’, saying that ‘the situation was under control’ (The Guardian, 
2014). This was easier said than done, considering the dam itself was designed by Andre Coyne, the designer 
of the Malpasset dam in the South of France which collapsed in 1959 destroying two villages and killing 
423 people (IRMSA, 2015). News agencies reported widely on this, calling the dam a ‘ticking time bomb’ 
and interviews with villagers who were in a clear sense of panic (The Citizen, 2015):

“Whenever we hear the news about this looming disaster, we lose sleep” -Maria Manjate 

“The thought of losing life to water is scary. I beg the countries involved to act fast” -Shalate Macchave. 

In times of angst and fear, people often turn to their religious gods in pursuit of some kind of hope and 
peace of mind (Norenzayan, 2015). Marx (1843, cited in Mawere and Awuah-Nyamekye, 2015) defined 
religion as the opium of the people - a way through which people can remain resilient by living in the 
illusion that a higher being is in their aid. This is particularly the case for Africans whom Mbiti (1975) 
concluded, are notoriously religious. In some ways, the displacement robbed the Tonga people of their 
spiritual connections, but in many other ways, the displacement allowed them to forge new, and perhaps 
even deeper relations with their deities in an attempt to process the fear of all that was going on around 
them. 

Cvetković, Öcal and Ivanov define fear as an emotion in response to some form of expected threat, often 
accompanied by a cocktail of powerlessness and helplessness (Cvetković, Öcal and Ivanov, 2019). This is 
the state in which the Tonga people, as well as many other communities that could potentially be affected 
by the flooding of the dam, have been living in. According to The Institute of Risk Management South 
Africa (2015), the risk of the collapse of the Kariba Dam was identified more than ten years before any 
action was taken. Living in a state of fear has both social and economic impact on the lives of the Tonga 
people, and those at risk of being flooded. Firstly, from a social perspective, exposure to a prolonged state 
of fear and uncertainty could lead to severe detrimental psychological disorders (Ropeik, 2004). Secondly, 
from an economic perspective, research that was done in 2018 by Brown et al amongst Indo-Fijians showed 
that living in fear of natural calamities has an impact on individuals’ investment patterns which could 
have a direct impact on income generation. When living in an area that is prone to destruction, most 
people shy away and are indeed discouraged from making long term investments within the area (Davoudi 
et al., 2019). Similar impacts of fear are seen in the Kariba area and people are not willing to invest in long 
term projects until the dam has been proven safe enough. 
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Conclusion 
Undoubtedly, Kariba dam, as well as many other pursuits of electricity have played significant roles in 
shaping the social structures and economic conditions of societies and countries. This essay has provided a 
unique outlook towards these social and economic changes by focusing on the role of religion and beliefs 
in elevating the impact of the displacements.  In this essay, I argue that the dam has in many ways ‘taken’ 
from the Tonga people – their homes, shrines, land, and identity). I also found that the dam has indeed 
‘given’ the Tonga people many things - fear, diseases, freedom from village societies, religious rituals,  and 
the freedom to pursue diverse economic activities. 

The issue that should be pivotal in this discourse is the analysis of whether or not these trade-offs are 
fair and just. This essay found that this transaction was particularly harsh on the Tonga people. Firstly, 
the Tonga people could not opt-out of this transaction, as the colonial state had the power to make the 
ultimate decision. Secondly, the transaction came with many  promises that remain unmet, and lastly, the 
impact of their unjust losses are still evident present day. Either way, the Tonga people found a way to 
negotiate a new form of relationships with gods, land, and water.

As efforts for restitution continue, I urge researchers and policymakers in the field to closely consider 
the role of religion in the current fabric of society. To echo the words of Mawere and Awuah-Nyamekye, 
studying religion is essential  to understanding how people relate to each other and with their environment. 
In solving  existing inequalities , it is, therefore, imperative to consider potential religious perspectives. 
Moreover, I urge the consideration of spiritual and religious practises during the planning of large-scale 
energy projects. Further research should endeavour to create planning strategies that minimize the impact 
of spiritual displacement.
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As leaders plan for the 
f uture, the climate reality 

is ‘devastating lives’
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With the world’s media focused on the international leaders and delegates gathering in Glasgow, it’s easy 
to forget that the people who are affected by climate change the most are the ones who have done the least 
to cause it.

This couldn’t be more true than Paulo Araujo, who was just 17 years old when his home city Beira in 
Mozambique, was hit by one of the worst recorded tropical cyclones in the southern hemisphere in 2019. 
He remembers it as the day he thought the world was ending.

Paulo was just a student, his mother owned a shop, and his father worked an office job. He vividly 
remembers the day Cyclone Idai struck. 

“It was a normal day. The government didn’t announce anything about a cyclone coming.”

Paulo arrived at school that morning, but it was closed. His head teacher told him that there was no power, 
so he had to go home.

“I was attending two schools, and by the time I got to my second school, which is in the city’s center, I 
started to understand that something was wrong.”

As leaders plan for the future, the 
climate reality is ‘devastating lives’climate reality is ‘devastating lives’
Paulo Jose Araujo, Alasdair Ferguson, and Bethany Watt
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With shops closing everywhere, Paulo realised that everyone in the city was moving quickly, trying to get 
themselves home. He got home at 10 AM and was surprised to find his father there, working. He told 
Paulo he needed to stay inside - he didn’t know why, but only that he must. It was a beautiful day outside, 
around midday, and Paulo was having lunch with his family when the president’s official weather warning 
came in. That’s when reality sank in.

“I was scared as I have never experienced anything like this.”

It was around 2 PM when it started raining; then, at 4 PM, the power went out. Paulo’s father was listening 
to the radio for further information - the weather was getting worse.

“I was trying to read something, but it proved difficult because it was raining continuously. The wind 
outside was so strong - that has never happened in my city.” 

It was 6 PM, and Idai was making its way to the mainland of Mozambique. Paulo’s city Beira would be 
right in its path.

“I was trying to monitor my neighbourhood through the window, and I remember the first time I saw 
a tree fall; I was like, wow, one of the oldest trees in my community has fallen. I was scared at that 
moment. It was pitch black due to the power outage.”

“My younger brother and sister started to cry. Minutes later, as I was trying to see my neighbourhood, 
I saw houses being destroyed.”

Paulo remembers three distinct sounds that evening - his brother and sister crying, the torrential rain, and 
his home being ripped apart.

“I remember my house being destroyed. It started in my father’s room, and then little by little, it destroyed 
the entire house.”

“I was trying to protect my brother and sister, but my father gave me this piece of advice, and it sounded 
like it was the last piece of advice that I was going to get from my father.”

Paulo’s heart sank as he thought this would be his father’s last ever words to him. 

“He said that you cannot protect anyone at this stage, just try and protect yourself.”

Paulo didn’t want to leave his siblings, but the walls were falling on him, the roof from his neighbour’s 
home blew in, and he realised he could only keep himself safe.

“It was horrible, and there was a moment when I thought I’d lost my mind, my brain stopped working, 
or maybe I forgot what happened. My mind went blurry and blocked out everything going on around 
me. I was in survival mode and just wanted to survive the night.”

Around 5 AM the next day, Paulo climbed out from the rubble. He had no idea where any of his family 
were or if they were even alive. He had no idea how he had survived.
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“No one at home died, but we lost everything. Our house and the city were utterly destroyed, and I was 
like wow, that’s probably the end of the world.”

“I was trying to understand. Was I supposed to be thankful that I didn’t die, or was I supposed to be sad 
because people, who were my neighbours and friends, had died?”

Paulo lost his home, his uncle, and his friends. Like so many others in his city, his mother lost her business.
He spent a week scavenging through debris for food and clean water as aid was slow in coming to Beira. 
He had to spend each day wading through water, looking for somewhere safe and dry to sleep at night. 
Cyclone Idai ripped apart entire communities; it killed 1,300 people and destroyed over 50,000 homes, 
causing a humanitarian crisis that people in Mozambique, Zimbabwe, and Malawi still live with today.

Paulo’s story is just one of many affected by the climate crisis and who have done the least to cause it. COP 
26 is an opportunity to address this, but there is a lot more that needs to be done, as Mozambique is one 
of the most affected countries in the world by climate change.

These intense and extreme weather catastrophes will only become more frequent as temperatures and sea 
levels rise if immediate action isn’t taken.

This story is part of a special youth collaboration for COP26, aiming to highlight the sensitive nature 
of the climate emergency in the world’s least developed countries. 

Student journalists from Scotland and across the UK have ‘partnered’ with young people from these 
places to highlight the life-changing consequences of global warming already felt by these communities. 

Paulo Jose Araujo is from Beira, Mozambique, and is a student at the African Leadership Academy.  
His story was written in partnership with Bethany Watt and Alasdair Ferguson, journalism students 
at Glasgow Caledonian University.
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Aware Of  The Climate 
Emergency Facing Their 

Country
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High rainfall and flourishing vegetation - two fatal ingredients providing the perfect haven for locusts to 
breed and feed.

It was precisely this that drove swarms of locusts to Kenya in 2019, from the north-eastern borders to 
Kenya’s heart, plaguing farms and threatening already vulnerable communities.

Consequently, 2020 was defined by a flicker of climate change awareness and a burst of panic. Pesticides 
were sprayed 34 times above the recommended dose, fearing further food shortages driven by locusts could 
put up to 25 million East African people at risk.

For now, these chemical solutions have dampened the issue, but by the same token, concern for climate 
change has also dwindled. Tuning into the news, you’ll once again hear much of the same politics as 
anywhere else - border rows, worker strikes, and presidential elections - with environmental concerns no 
longer a top priority.

Because of this, the ‘climate crisis continues to slip the minds of many Kenyans despite the events of 
last year. This was particularly noticeable when talking with Florence Machayo, a grandmother from 
Kakamega, western Kenya.

When asking Florence about the climate crisis, she remarked,

“We are honestly better off in Kenya, if you look at the state of countries like the United States and 
China. I wouldn’t want to live anywhere else.”

Many of those around Florence residing in Kakamega do not recognise the severity of climate change.
In fact, this year, a regional survey indicated that 54% of respondents were not concerned about climate 
change, and 85% had little knowledge on how to cope with its potential impacts - a sign that climate 
awareness has not yet reached all corners of Kenya.

Nationally, it’s somewhat ambiguous how many people know about climate change and how many don’t. 
However, Florence’s 18-year-old granddaughter, Makenna, feels that there is a clear generational divide in 

Many In Kenya Are Not Aware Of The 
Climate Emergency Facing Their CountryClimate Emergency Facing Their Country
Makenna Muigai and Lauren Haughey
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learning about climate change, with young adults like herself more eager to speak out.

Despite this, Makenna’s passion for discussing climate did not stem from her schooling. Instead, it was 
from having the privilege of social media access and noticing subtle climatic effects trickling into daily life. 

She explained,

“July is the time of year when my family and I set out on our annual trek to Shagz (the farm) to visit 
my grandparents in Kakamega - a seven-hour journey.

“From our departure, vendors of all kinds make their way to our car. Passion fruit, cabbage, carrots, and 
potatoes fill my view from the car window. As a staple token of gratitude, fruits and vegetables are the 
least we can deliver to my grandparents each year.

“But, on a recent trip, my mother requested a tub full of tomatoes perhaps to be used in a stew or 
kachumbari - a local salad. On request, we were astonished by the price.

“The price of tomatoes had doubled from months prior. And even though my mother attempted to bargain 
with the seller, her efforts were unrequited.

“This peculiar time of year has become worse and worse for buying tomatoes; it never used to be this 
bad. What bothers me the most is that these sellers probably had no idea that climate change is such 
a talked-about topic in the West. It is a concept that would never have crossed their minds. There are 
bigger things to worry about.”

This paints a scary picture. The IPCC has acknowledged Kenya to be significantly vulnerable to the risks of 
climate change, with agricultural livelihoods now fragile in the face of unpredictable weather and possibly 
further pest outbreaks. It begs the question; how can Kenyans prepare if many don’t know what they’re 
preparing for?

With COP26 on the horizon and a recent IPCC declaration of ‘code red,’ many Kenyan activists such as 
Makenna hope to see national climate awareness grow as national television networks increasingly join the 
discussion.

More than that, COP26 presents itself as an opportunity for Kenya to communicate the unfairness of 
climate change through the lens of a native voice. While Kenyans are suffering from pests, extreme weather, 
and food insecurities, it’s been made clear that their lifestyles are not predominantly causing this.
Unsurprisingly, Kenya is only responsible for a fragment of the world’s carbon-dioxide emissions, with 
countries like China and the United States often placed at the forefront of the issue. Thus, with COP26 
comes blame but also a desire for cooperation.

In turn, November will see Kenya’s President, Uhuru Kenyatta, seeking grants, partnerships, and climate 
finance resources to repair the damages of the past and prevent more in the in future. Whether this comes 
to pass is yet to be known. For now, it’s a waiting game.

This story is part of a special youth collaboration for COP26, aiming to highlight the acute nature of the 
climate emergency in the world’s least developed countries. 
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Student journalists from Scotland and across the UK have ‘partnered’ with young people from these 
places to highlight the life-changing consequences of global warming already felt by these communities. 

Makenna Muigai is from Kenya and is a student at the African Leadership Academy. Her story was 
written in partnership with Lauren Haughey, a journalism student at Cardiff University.
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Are Fighting Locust 
Swarms For Survival
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When Menelik, previous Emperor of Ethiopia defeated Italian colonial troops during the famous battle 
of Adwa in 1896, he could not have known that, more than 150 years later, another invader - an army of 
locusts - would disturb the peace of Abyssinia.

For generations, northern Ethiopians have used their land for farming and animal breeding. However, times 
might have changed, as hungry desert locusts continue to plague the country, causing many Ethiopians to 
question whether there is a future in farming.

“We sleep as if everything is fine, but everything will be destroyed in one night, and nothing is okay,” 
said Danse Odda, an Ethiopian farmer.

No more than 7cm in length and weighing under two grams, this insect might not appear too destructive 
at first glance. However, in vast swarms, they are capable of decimating millions of hectares of crops, 
destroying the income of thousands of families, and dismantling long-standing communities, all in a 
matter of hours.

Arriving during the harvest season of 2020, locusts decimated fields of crops, eradicating the ability of 
farmers to make vital income through selling produce at markets.
For some, locusts destroyed the ability to even feed their own families. 

“Before the locust invasion, we were the providers of crops to the market. But now we are the customers. 
The price of food skyrocketed due to the lack of available crops,” 
said Emebet Beyene, Odda’s daughter-in-law.

“People who were relatively rich bought the food, while the remaining starved. It was like survival of 
the richest. This world is really unfair.”

The loss of crops has created a spiral of hunger, and brought along with it an economic and structural 
downturn for rural communities.

Ethiopian Communities Are Fighting 
Locust Swarms For SurvivalLocust Swarms For Survival
Hundaol Huluka, Cameron Macpherson, And Daniella Theis
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After the locust invasion destroyed crops and eradicated possibilities for work, many young people moved 
to urban parts of the country for a new life. In doing so, they left not only the ravaged crops but also the 
elderly community who relied on them.

“The city almost died,” Beyene explained: “It wasn’t only the youth who left but also the teachers. 
Teachers weren’t being paid because the parents couldn’t afford them. Since most teachers and shop 
owners left, it was difficult to get some services like education and shopping.”

Locusts are present in Ethiopia all year round. They are solitary creatures most of the time, and their 
impact is minimal.

However, the locust swarms arriving in Ethiopia originated from elsewhere. They had started out as a small 
group within the Arabian desert.

Benefitting from the hot climate and the effects of an unusually long cyclone in 2018, which made Arabian 
desert land more fruitful, the small number of insects rapidly bred, fed on the increased food supply, and 
then moved on as supplies dwindled.

Dr. Daniel Erresa, Lecturer at the Ambo University Institute, 74 miles west of Ethiopia’s capital Addis 
Ababa, studied the events of 2018 by comparing the locusts found in the arid parts of Ethiopia with those 
who arrived from elsewhere.

He said: “The results show that the foreign locusts are very small in size compared to the local locusts.”

“These changes aren’t for the better - they [the locusts] have become more aggressive. These changes have 
helped the foreign population to travel long distances within a short period.”

According to the UN’s Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO), locusts can fly at a speed of about 10-
12 miles per hour, covering anything between 3-80 miles per day.

Swarms can range from less than one square kilometre to several hundred square kilometres in size, with 
at least 40 million - and sometimes as many as 80 million - locusts present in each square kilometre.
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While swarms happen intermittently and have happened throughout time, climate change and global 
warming could play a central part when it comes to the frequency in which these swarms occur.

Research has shown that Africa contains seven out of ten of the countries that are considered the most 
threatened by climate change globally, including Ethiopia. For locusts, in particular, further studies have 
shown that global warming and other climatic changes such as the rise in temperature in oceans are linked 
to the development of large-scale cyclones similar to those that helped locusts thrive in the Arabian desert.
In Ethiopia, there were widespread plagues as a result of locust swarms throughout the 20th century. 
Usually, it is estimated that such outbreaks are limited to roughly every 25 years. However, Ethiopia has 
been hit by destructive locust swarms both in 2013 and in 2020, swarms which Odda described as “the 
worst” she has ever seen.

Keeping the 1.5C target alive directly relates to preventing such natural disasters from increasingly 
happening in Ethiopia and other parts of the world already struggling with the direct effects of climate 
change.

Visiting Ethiopia in February this year, COP26 President Alok Sharma said: “Globally, we must go 
further and faster to protect people from the worst impacts of climate change, and climate-vulnerable 
countries should be at the heart of that process.”
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Climate Emergency
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Antony Bhuku was woken at 8:30 PM by the clamour of a storm.

Chimanimani, a town in Zimbabwe where he lives and works as a primary school teacher, had experienced 
showers throughout the day, and it didn’t seem anything out of the ordinary. It was March 2019, the tail 
end of the rainy season.

He tried and failed to get back to sleep. Half  an hour later, he heard screaming from a house 
nearby. “That was the moment I realised something serious was happening.”

Antony walked from his bedroom to the sitting room, “only to discover the house was flooded; it was 
filled with muddy water as the rain was coming in. I was trying to work out what was happening 
because, during the day, the rain was not very heavy.”

Antony did not know that Chimanimani had been hit by one of the deadliest tropical storms ever to affect 
the southern hemisphere –an inevitable consequence of climate change.

By the time Cyclone Idai had reached Zimbabwe, it had already torn a path through neighbouring 
Mozambique and parts of Malawi. In Zimbabwe alone, 344 people died, and 200 were injured, with many 
still missing. The cyclone displaced 16,000 families and directly affected a quarter of a million people.

Chimanimani is in Zimbabwe’s eastern highlands, a 300 km mountain range bordering Mozambique. The 
cyclone forced streams of ‘sticky-like porridge mud’ and rocks down the hills. Within two hours, roads 
were torn apart, and many houses were destroyed.

Antony’s wife and children had gone to nearby shops to find shelter, but it was too dangerous for him to 
reach them. He spent the night not knowing whether they were dead or alive. He remembers feeling very 
scared.

Cyclone Idai’s Devastation Reveals Brutal 
Impact of Climate EmergencyImpact of Climate Emergency
Panashe Noel Jonga, Kaitlin Wraight & Morven Mackay
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“Imagine that you are alone, you have a family, you don’t know where your children are, you don’t know 
about the security of your wife,” he said, highlighting how powerless he felt. “You really feel like a fish 
out of water”.

The storm subsided the following day, and, fortunately, his family was reunited. The government provided 
Antony and his family with a two-bedroom wooden cabin in an area of Chimanimani less affected by the 
cyclone, as his house was severely damaged.

Most displaced families were given tents as they did not own their own homes. It was initially intended as 
a temporary measure, but it remains their living situation today for some.

He and his family were amongst the luckier ones. There was a more incredible impact at the school he 
teaches at.

Antony teaches children between 11 and 12 years old: “I lost one of my kids, who was brilliant, or 
intelligent, I should say.” At his primary school alone, 35 children lost their lives in the storm.

“I knew most of these kids by face and name. It’s something that still rings in my head”.

Many of the teachers transferred to other schools as the mental toll of the devastation was too much.

Across the Chimanimani region, 139 schools were left without equipment or books. The scale of the damage 
meant some schools were not repaired until a few months ago. Aid was given by both the government and 
non-governmental organisations, including the Red Cross and Total Services.

The schools eventually reopened, but it “felt like forcing the kids back to school, as resources were not 
adequate,” Antony says. 

Sadly, climate change has even more complications for Zimbabwe. Despite these tropical cyclones, there is 
an overall decline in rainfall, increases in temperatures, and rising sea levels. This combination of extreme 
weather puts the people of Zimbabwe at greater risk as the climate emergency intensifies. Almost a year 
after Idai, the country was hit by another cyclone, Eloise. While the overall damage was less severe, 27 
people lost their lives.

The geography of Zimbabwe is partly what makes it so vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change. 
A report from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) shows the rate of temperature 
increase across Africa is higher than global increases.

High rates of poverty, financial and technological constraints, and a heavy reliance on rain-fed agriculture 
are challenges that make several African countries particularly vulnerable when adapting to the consequences 
of natural disasters.

Specifically, in Zimbabwe, a significant portion of the population relies on rainfall and water resources 
for income. In Chimanimani alone, over 52% of the community is employed in agriculture. The cyclone 
damaged 45% of land deemed suitable for crops.

The people most vulnerable to climate change are often the least responsible for it. The more industrially 
developed countries are the most significant drivers of human-influenced global warming.
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As of 2021, China is the biggest polluter, responsible for 27% of greenhouse gas emissions globally, 
followed by the US at 12%. Taking Nigeria and South Africa from the equation, Africa is responsible for 
just 4.6% of emissions, despite the landmass being three times larger than China and the US combined.
To look for possible solutions, we spoke to Khaled El Hariri, a Master’s student of sustainable energy 
systems at the University of Edinburgh. He urges world leaders and politicians to use COP26 as an 
opportunity to collaborate and produce sustainable solutions that will lower the risk of climate disasters, 
such as Idai, across the globe.

“[Politicians] need political will. They’ve committed to a lot of stuff before, and they never do it. The 
important part now is actually keeping their promises.”

He believes an emphasis on new policies and stricter regulation of high emission industries is the most 
effective way to tackle carbon pollution.

“There’s sustainable engineering, which is basically constructing buildings that can withstand 
extreme weather conditions and any temperature change. This needs a lot of  funding, and certain 
countries don’t have the funds.”

As for Antony and his family’s future - they moved back into their partially destroyed home because they 
did not have access to water in their temporary cabin. Along with 262 other displaced households in 
Chimanimani, they are waiting for a new home.

He asks that countries who wish to give aid use a collaborative approach to sustain livelihoods, not 
just lives: “Unity of purpose should not be temporal, it should be continuous.”



76 AL for Governance Journal

How to submit articles for 
next issues



77| Climate Change

The criterion for publication is that the submissions:
• Report original work (the main results and conclusions must not have been published or submitted 
elsewhere)
• Accepts original texts which may contribute to advancing transdisciplinary research on national and 
international social reality
• Are of outstanding public policy importance
• Reach a conclusion of interest to an interdisciplinary readership
• Have writing quality and clarity.
• Follow MLA Citation We receive applications on a rolling basis
 
If you would like to submit an article to the AL for Governance journal kindly email us 

Submit to on the following link:  https://forms.gle/33ZDiGo2TnDaPan16

Next issue to be published in October 2022. this issue will cover topics on governance, policy, leadership, 
and development across Africa from a youth perspective.

To learn more about the work being done by the Networks Division and Sectors Team at African Leadership 
academy, you can go to our website: networks@africanleadershipacademy.org  or follow our social media 
pages @unleashthenetwork (https://linktr.ee/unleashthenetwork) If you are interested in subscribing to 
any of our monthly sector newsletters to hear more about what is happening in our sector communities, 
please follow this link: http://eepurl.com/hrVGFP

How to submit articles for next 
issuesissues



A division of African Leadership Academy

Contact us:

AL for Governance Journal
Climate Change


